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Abstract

Despite the existence of legal frameworks such as the Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities and Article 22 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the
European Union—which emphasize respect for cultural, religious, and linguistic diversity—
the practical implementation of cultural rights for Muslim minorities in the EU faces serious
challenges. Muslims, as one of the largest religious minorities in Europe, often experience
systemic discrimination, restrictions on the use of their mother tongue, bans on wearing the
hijab, and exclusion from cultural participation. Such violations not only result in social
marginalization and deprivation but also serve as a key factor in intensifying feelings of
alienation and despair among Muslim youth. Accordingly, this study examines the cultural
rights of Muslim minorities in the European Union and the consequences of their violation in
fostering young people’s inclination toward extremist and terrorist groups. Based on existing
research, youth radicalization is in many cases a response to structural inequalities, identity
crises, and persistent experiences of discrimination. Using a descriptive-analytical method
and drawing on reports from international bodies such as the Council of Europe and
Minority Rights Group, this research demonstrates that the failure to fully implement
existing laws, combined with security-oriented policies rather than inclusive approaches, has
exacerbated the crisis. Therefore, strengthening the protection of minority cultural rights
through multicultural education, guaranteeing access to minority media, and enhancing
political participation can be considered effective strategies to prevent extremism.
Keywords: Cultural Rights, Muslim Minority Rights, European Union, Framework
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, Prevention of Extremism.
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