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Abstract

Although the nature of marriage as a contract based on religious beliefs has not
significantly changed across various human societies, the profound changes in
culture and communication within the virtual space have led to numerous alterations
in the form and method of establishing marital relationships. Therefore, theologians
and legal scholars are compelled to address the cultural demands of establishing
marital relationships within the framework of electronic exchanges. Hence, this
article aims, using descriptive and analytical methods, to examine the possibility,
methods, features, conditions, obstacles, and validity of concluding a marriage
contract in virtual spaces. According to the research findings, from the perspective
of the lawmaker, the means of declaring the will of the parties is a formality.
Therefore, expressing the intent to conclude a marriage contract in virtual space is
possible. Except for the requirement that the contract must explicitly indicate a
marital relationship, there is no other special characteristic in a marriage contract
that would differentiate it from other electronic contracts under the Iranian
Electronic Commerce Law. Particularly since, in the aforementioned law, firstly, the
exceptions have been enumerated, and secondly, the legislator has remained silent
on the “marriage contract,” which, in the face of this silence, serves as evidence that
the provisions of the Iranian Electronic Commerce Law can be extended to cover
marriage contracts, especially when these provisions are of a general nature.
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