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The Shamlu tribe was one of the tribes that played an effective role in the
establishment and continuation of the Safavid dynasty. Two elite members of the
Shamlu tribe were the governor of Iran and Hassan Khan Shamlu during the
reign of Shah Safi, Zeinal Khan Shamlu, and the governor of Khorasan. Due to
the dominance of the tribal system in the Iranian governance system, these two
people uprooted many of their fellow provincials in the Shamlu tribe. The
research findings show that despite the weakening of the Qizilbash tribal system
by Shah Abbas | (996-1038 AH), as soon as a group of tribes gained power, they
began to create a network of their tribal loyalists in order to expand their power.
This feature can be seen in a bold way during the period of Zeinal Khan Shamlu's
rise to power and with a moregentle slope during the period of Hassan Khan
Shamlu. The findings also show that whenever tribal elites abandoned tribal
interests and prioritized national interests in their performance and actions, they
were far more efficient and beneficial to the country. The research method in this
article is descriptive-analytical and data collection was done through a library
method.
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