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West by Western Iranologists and educated intellectuals. These ideas placed
great emphasis on the revival of ancient glory and national pride, which led to
the strengthening and expansion of antiquarian ideas among the intellectual
stratum of society. This approach was strengthened during the Constitutional
Era, so that a large number of intellectuals of the Constitutional Era considered
the return to ancient glory and greatness as a prerequisite for the country's
progress and prosperity. During the reign of Reza Shah, the prevalence of
nationalist ideas reached its peak, and antiquarianism became, in a way, the
official ideology of the government. The present study seeks to examine the
process of the expansion of antiquarianism in Iranian intellectual society during
the reign of Reza Shah. Therefore, this article attempts to examine the archaic
views and opinions of intellectuals during the Reza Shah era using a descriptive-
analytical approach and to analyze the manifestation of these thoughts in their
works and views. The findings of the research show that most intellectuals in
this era, influenced by nationalist movements and the views of Western
Iranologists, have exaggerated and exaggerated the ancient history of Iran and,
as a result, have weakened the traditional and religious thoughts prevalent in the
country.
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- Hobsbawm, Eric, Nations and nationalism since
1780, program, myth, reality, Cambridge:
Cambridge university press, 1992.



