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Afflictions and hardships have always been an integral part of human experience. They not only
affect the individual and social dimensions of human life but also challenge one’s religious and
philosophical beliefs. Verse 11 of Strat al-Taghabun is among the key Qur’anic verses in this
regard, as it addresses the role of the human being in confronting afflictions and raises a
fundamental question: Are afflictions merely manifestations of divine will, or does the human
being also play a role in their occurrence? The answer to this question redefines foundational
concepts such as free will, responsibility, faith, and the relationship between humanity and God.

The aim of this study is to examine the evolution of exegetical perspectives on verse 11 of Strat
al-Taghabun from the early Islamic period to the contemporary era, in order to clarify how
exegetes’ understanding of the human role in relation to divine afflictions has undergone epistemic
transformation and how this has influenced religious and ethical attitudes. The research employs
a descriptive—analytical method and draws upon library-based sources. Data have been collected
and analyzed from authoritative Islamic commentaries across different historical periods to trace
the semantic and conceptual development of the verse.

The findings indicate that in early exegetical works, afflictions were primarily understood as
manifestations of divine wisdom and as invitations to patience. In later commentaries, greater
emphasis was placed on the notion of divine testing and steadfastness in faith. In the contemporary
period, with increased attention to the doctrine of divine unity in action (tawhid al-af*al) and divine
creative will, the human being is elevated from a passive recipient of events to a morally
responsible agent. Furthermore, al-Mizan offers an innovative perspective by presenting affliction
as a means of spiritual growth and conscious human participation in the path of divine guidance.
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