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One of the views that has long attracted attention among Islamic
scholars—particularly within Sunni thought—is the theory of
wahy al-sunnah, which holds that the origin and source of the
Prophet’s Sunnah is revelatory. Just as the Qur’an was revealed to
the Prophet (PBUH), the Sunnah was likewise conveyed to him
through divine revelation. The central question of this study is:
What theological foundations and evidentiary arguments have
Muslim scholars presented throughout history to support this
theory? And how has the theory of wahy al-sunnah evolved and
developed over time? Accordingly, the aim of this analytical-
historical research—based on hadith and theological data—is to
examine the theory in order to identify its Qur’anic and hadith-
based foundations. Conducted through library resources and a
descriptive-analytical method, the study finds that the origins of
this theory among Sunni scholars appear in numerous hadith and
exegetical sources, often expressed as wahy ghayr matli
(“unrecited revelation™). In Shi‘a sources, similar meanings are
conveyed through terms such as wahy ghayr qur’ani (‘“non-
Qur’anic revelation™) or wahy bayani (“declarative revelation™).
All of these expressions point to two origins of the Prophet’s
(PBUH) knowledge: the verses of the Qur’an and a form of non-
Qur’anic revelation that served to interpret and clarify those
verses. Among the hadith-based evidence are the narration known
as hadith al-arikah transmitted from Miqdam ibn Ma‘'di Karib,
and another narration from Hassan ibn “Atiyyah. Verses 3 and 4
of Siirat al-Najm are cited as Qur’anic support for this view.This
topic holds significant importance within the framework of
comparative theology between the two major Islamic sects.
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