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The aim of this research is to reinterpret the concept of bada’ in
Shiite theology through Hegel’s dialectical logic and to explain it
within the framework of a three-level model of wills—a model
comprising the divine eternal will (ontological), the divine
legislative will, and the human will. Bada’, as one of the
foundational concepts in Imami theology, has long been a point of
contention between determinism and free will. This article seeks,
through a philosophical approach, to present bada’ not as a denial
of divine knowledge, but as a dialectical synthesis between absolute
knowledge and human volition. The research method is analytical-
comparative, drawing on core Shiite theological and philosophical
sources such as Nahj al-Balaghah, Usil al-Kafi, Majma * al-Bayan, and
the works of Mulla Sadra, especially al-Asfar al-Arba ‘a, to extract the
three components of will and their relationship to the concept of bada’.
Hegel’s dialectical structure is employed as a theoretical framework to
analyze the tension and conceptual transcendence between eternal
knowledge and human agency. The findings indicate that bada’, as a
synthesis, not only resolves the apparent contradiction between divine
foreknowledge and human free will, but also establishes a dynamic
system of interaction among wills—manifested in the form of “divine
actual knowledge” and the theory of “the matter between matters.” The
study concludes that bada’, contrary to common assumptions, is not a
sign of ignorance or change in divine knowledge, but rather a
manifestation of divine will in response to human volition. From this
perspective, it can be understood as a dialectical synthesis within the
architecture of wills. Finally, by presenting Qur’anic examples and
exploring the philosophical implications of this interpretation, the
article demonstrates that bada’ reflects the fluid divine wisdom that
elevates human free will from a nominal condition to actualized agency.
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