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The hadith regarding the exclusivity of purity of birth among
Shiites, narrated from Imam Bagir (peace be upon him) in the book
Al-Kafi, has provoked criticisms of Shi’a theological beliefs and the
hadith sources of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) school,
thereby emphasizing the need for a thorough investigation into its
implications. This paper, alongside a chain-of-transmission analysis,
seeks to conduct a semantic and jurisprudential (figh al-hadith)
examination of the hadith in question through an analytical-critical
approach, aiming to uncover a sound interpretation. Research
findings reveal that the chain of transmission suffers from serious
flaws and contains traces of exaggeration. The content of the hadith is
also unique in its theme, making it difficult to accept that such a
statement could have been issued by an infallible Imam. The term
baghy used in the narration encompasses any act—such as unlawful
earnings or failure to fulfill divine obligations, including the payment
of khums—that may lead to the “impurity of offspring.” Accordingly,
children born to non-Shi’a parents, due to reasons like not paying
khums, are considered to lack legitimate birth. Moreover, this issue is
also open to theological analysis, as the concept of baghy is a
theological term referring to rebellion against the divine authority and
the infallible Imam (peace be upon him). Based on the evidence
uncovered in this study, such an interpretation is also plausible in the
context of the narration. Additionally, the hadith in question falls
under the category of secondary beliefs, and since the available
contextual indicators do not conclusively establish its attribution to
an infallible Imam, Shi’as are not obligated to accept it.
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