Journal of Hadith-Theological Researches 2 (1) (2024) 146 — 162

ISSN:2821-2495

Journal of Hadith-Theological
Researches
http://thr.araku.ac.ir =k

Lniversdy

Investigating the Most authentuc Hadiths in the Authoritative
Sources of Shia and Sunni Traditions to Substantiate the Imamate

of Imam Sajjad (‘a)

Fatemeh Taherizadeh?", Mohammad Moeini Far®, Akbar Bagheri¢, Seyyed Mohammad

Sebt Tabatabaei Yazdid

4 PhD Student in Theological Denominations. University of Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran
® Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Religions, University of Religions and Denominations,

Qom, Iran

¢ Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Religions, University of Religions and Denominations,

Qom, Iran

¢ Department of Shia Studies, University of Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran

KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

Imam Sajjad (‘a),
General texts,
Special texts, Miracle
and Karamat

Shia and Sunni,
Authentic Sources

Received: 17 December 2024;
Accepted: 02 March 2025

Article type: Research Paper
DOI: 10.22034/thr.2025.2045125.1071

Different religious groups have historically discussed the topic of Imamate and
succession of the Prophet(s). Shiites believe the selection of the Prophet's caliphs was
made by God and announced by the Prophet but Sunnis hold there is no text about this
and the selection of the successor of the Prophet(s) was carried out through allegiance
and consensus. This, however, contradicts their own authentic hadiths, as the texts and
hadiths of Imamate are recorded as authentic in their books. The problem addressed in
this article is proving the Imamate of the fourth Shiite Imam given that various groups
of Sunnis and some Shiites have historically doubted his Imamate; thus, this article
aims to examine the validity of both Shiite and Sunni hadiths to affirm the Imamate of
Imam Sajjad (A). The findings of this study indicate numerous authentic hadiths have
been recorded in both Shiite and Sunni texts that support the Imamate of Imam Sajjad
(A). This research is structured into three distinct parts. In the first part, we examine
general texts that address the imamate of all twelve Shiite Imams. Among these, the
most significant texts, which are recognized by scholars from both sects, include Hadith
Al-thagalayn, Al-ithna ‘ashar khalifa, and the Hadith of Lawh. These texts provide
examples of caliphs and Imams that supported by Quranic and narrational evidence,
including the Al-Tathir verse, the Hadith of the Al-Aman, and Safineh.The second part
focuses on specific texts pertaining to the imamate of Ali, Ibn-e Al-Husayn (A). These
texts assert that the matter of his imamate was communicated by the Prophet. In the
third part, the miracles and virtues of Imam Sajjad (A), along with his claim to Imamate,
serve as additional evidence to prove his Imamate. These pieces of evidence, agreed
upon by Sunni scholars, contradict their claims regarding the absence of explicit texts
for appointing an Imam. The findings show these texts are mentioned in authentic
books in general and specific ways. The focus is on both types of text, as we will
interpret and clarify them using reliable sources. This research is novel in that no
research has been conducted to prove the imamate of Imam Sajad (A).
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