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Abstract

The discipline of International Relations is founded upon principles,
assumptions, concepts, and categories without which the analysis and
explanation of the international system, the governing rules of relations among
international actors, and their behavioral patterns would not be possible. Prior
to the Second World War, studies in this field were largely conducted through
journalistic accounts and historical narratives. Gradually, however, scientific
methods gained prominence in the study of international relations. Among the
approaches that can receive greater attention due to the nature of this discipline
is futures studies. Futures studies, by examining patterns, evidence, and both
visible and hidden rapid transformations occurring in human societies, provides
managerial solutions and assists policymakers in identifying opportunities and
making informed decisions. Accordingly, the main objective of this article is to
explain the importance and role of futures studies in international relations
studies. In line with this objective, the central research question is: What is the
position of futures studies in international relations studies? The hypothesis
suggests that futures studies, through identifying opportunities and challenges,
can offer desirable future scenarios for decision-makers and play a significant
role in achieving the strategic objectives of states in their relations with other
countries. This research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, and the data
have been collected through library resources and internet-based searches.

Keywords: Futures Studies, International Relations, Trend Analysis, Delphi
Method, Scenario Writing.

Citation (APA 7th ed. / APSA)

Talei Hoor, Rahbar (Winter 2026). “Explaining the Importance and Position of
Futures Studies in International Relations Studies ”. Quarterly Journal of Research in
History, Politics and Media. Vol. 8, Num. 4, S.No. 32, pp. 147 -70

I, Associate Professor of International Relations, Faculty of Humanities, University of Mohaghegh
Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran. Email: r.talei@uma.ac.ir

Copyright © 2010, KSSI (Karimeh Strategic Studies Institute Of Shiraz). This isan Open Access article
distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which permits others
to download this work, share it with others and Adapt the material.



Ve ¥ ULM»A) “”Y&l{:ﬁ ‘p)l{% o)‘.«ﬁ ASHAY JL» ......................... <> 1S A

References

Aghapour, A., & Pahlavan, F. (2007). Foresight: Foundations, necessities,
and methodologies. Yas Strategy Journal, No. 9.(in Persian)

Aminian Jazi, B. (2018). Contemporary military and strategic issues. Tehran:
SAMT Publications.(in Persian)

Arayesh, H., Hosseini Rad, S. A., & Hosseini Rad, S. Y. (2022). The position
of futures studies in the image-building of political science studies.
Proceedings of the Fourth International Conference and the Fifth
National Conference on Law and Political Science.(in Persian)

Bell, Wendell, (2003), Foundation of Futures Studies: History, Purposes, and
Knowledge (Human Science for New Era), London: Transaction
Publishers.

Bozorgi, M. R. (2009). Research methods in the field of futures thinking. Social
Sciences Monthly.(in Persian)

Cornish, E. (2009). Advanced futures studies. Translated by S. Malekifar & F.
Malekifar. Tehran: Industry and Technology Think Tank

Dehghani Firoozabadi, S. J. (2015). Principles and foundations of
international relations (Vol. 1). Tehran: SAMT Publications.(in Persian)

Eyvazi, M. R., & Navazeni, A. (2013). The position of futures studies in
political science research. Proceedings of the First National Conference
on Futures Studies, Tehran.(in Persian)

Gharayagh Zandi, D. (2021). Futures studies and public policymaking:
Concepts and methods. Strategic Policy Research Quarterly, 10(39) .(in
Persian)

Ghasemi, B., & Panabhi, B. (2019). The role and position of scenario planning
in decision-making and policy-making for the future. Proceedings of the
Fourth International Conference on New Horizons in Humanities and
Management.(in Persian)

Gordon, Adam, (2008), Future Survey: ldentifing Trands to Make better
Decisions, Manage Uncertainty and Profit from Change, New
York:AmAcom.

Hajiani, E. (2011). Methodological evaluation criteria for futures studies
techniques. Strategic Studies Quarterly, No. 59, Year 20.(in Persian)
Khazaei, S. (2008). A step-by-step guide to strategic futures studies: A review
of approaches and methods. Tehran: Information and Futures Studies

Center, Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics.(in Persian)

Mahroogh, F., & Abbasi Khoshkar, A. (2014). Futures studies, scenario
writing, and the requirements for understanding the complexity of the
international environment in international relations research.
Proceedings of the Third National Conference on Futures Studies,
Tehran.(in Persian)

Mardoukhi, B. (2012). Methodology of foresight. Tehran: Ney Publications.(in
Persian)

Mirkhalili, S. H. (2015). An introduction to the applications of futures studies
in political science. Farhang Pazhouh Scientific Journal.(in Persian)



154 0 Hallogs bulgy cldlas 53 (g3 oal ool 5 ool s

Mobini, Z., & Omidi, A. (2021). Futures studies of terrorism. Tehran: Imam
Hossein University Press.(in Persian)

Mohammadi Lord, A. (2014). Futures studies of Iran’s political stability.
Tehran: Strategic Studies Research Institute Publications.(in Persian)
Mousavinia, S. R. (2019). Futures studies (the continuation of the present
model) and the application of international relations theories. Political

and International Approaches Quarterly, 11(59) .(in Persian)

Mozaffari, A. (2010). Futures studies: A platform for crossing the boundaries
of knowledge. Police Order and Security Quarterly, 2(4) .(in Persian)
National Intelligence Council, (2008), “Global Trends 2025,: A Transformed

World”. 20 Nov 2008.at: www.dni.gov/nic/pdf

Newnham, Evans,(1998), The Penguin Dictionary of Internatinal Relation,
penguim Books.

Pedram, A., & Jalalivand, A. (2011). Introduction to futures studies
(Educational booklets of futures studies, 7 volumes). Tehran: Center for
Futures Studies in Science, Technology and Defense.(in Persian)

Toma, Peter, and Gorman, Robert(1990), International Relation:
Understanding Global issue, California: Cole Publishing Company.
Yazdanfam, M. (2012). Futures studies and strategic environment assessment:
A prerequisite for better decision-making. lIranian Political Science

Association.(in Persian)






