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Abstract

This article examines the legal and criminal policy dimensions of countering
terrorism against water infrastructure in international law, with a focus on the
approach of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The research findings indicate that,
although numerous international instruments exist for counter-terrorism,
critical infrastructure protection, and water security—such as the 1997
International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, the 1999
International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, and
the 1977 Additional Protocol Il to the Geneva Conventions—there is still no
dedicated, comprehensive convention specifically addressing “water
terrorism. ’The study hypothesizes that the existing international framework,
despite the absence of a special treaty on water terrorism, provides adequate
capacity for preventing and combating threats to water infrastructure through
the integration of counter-terrorism regulations, humanitarian law, and
environmental treaties. The findings further indicate that a combined legislative,
executive, and judicial approach, alongside strengthening physical and cyber
protection of infrastructure, enhancing regional cooperation, and establishing
early warning mechanisms, ensures improved water security.The research
employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, relying on data collected from
library resources, official international documents, and Iranian domestic
legislation. Using a comparative approach, the study evaluates the existing
mechanisms and identifies gaps and challenges in the current international and
national frameworks.
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