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Abstract
Protestantism in sixteenth-century Europe, founded by Martin Luther, a

German priest, and John Calvin, leaders of this religious reformation, caused a
significant schism within Christianity, leading to widespread conflicts and
violent confrontations across Europe. This period, known as the Reformation,
coincided with the Age of Geographical Discoveries. Following Christopher
Columbus’s discovery of the Americas, many religious dissenters—and those
persecuted by fellow believers and local authorities for adopting
Protestantism—found an opportunity to seek freedom of belief and escape
oppression by migrating across the ocean to the New World, where they laid the
foundations of colonies in North America.The main question of this study is: How
did the religious Reformation in Europe influence the establishment of colonies
in North America, and what role did it play? By examining this historical-
religious event, the study explores the nature of the Reformation, its origins, and
its effects on colonial development in the region. The results of this research
highlight the achievements of Protestantism during this era and its impacts on
the modern world. This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing
on both domestic and international research sources, primarily library and
documentary materials, to investigate the influence of the European religious
Reformation on the creation of North American colonies.
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