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Abstract

Gravestones, as one of the most significant cultural legacies of the Islamic
period, exhibit considerable diversity in both form and decorative motifs. Beyond
accurately expressing ritual and religious beliefs, these valuable remains can
reflect the full spectrum of the cultural, social, economic, and even political
conditions of the societies to which they belonged. In this regard, they may be
regarded as among the most important archaeological data for various fields of
study. Among the diverse forms of Islamic gravestones, anthropomorphic
tombstones attract particular attention due to their distinctive appearance.The
present article examines anthropomorphic gravestones in Islamic cemeteries of
Iran. The aim of this study is the typological and etymological classification of
this group of gravestones, as well as an analysis of their forms in selected Islamic
cemeteries across Iran. The research adopts an analytical-historical approach
based on the authors’ field surveys of cemeteries and library-based studies. The
findings indicate that, in terms of outward form, these gravestones can be divided
into two groups: simplified anthropomorphic types lacking detailed features, and
fully anthropomorphic types. Decorative motifs and inscriptions are rarely used
on these monuments. From an etymological perspective, they are associated with
the ethnic groups of Central Asia that entered the geographical domain of
present-day Iran during the Islamic period, particularly in the middle centuries,
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and they represent a manifestation of the interaction between shamanistic and
Islamic beliefs within the region.

Keywords: Iranian gravestones, Islamic period, cemetery, anthropomorphic
gravestones.
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