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B Jundishapour University of Ahvaz Campus: An Experiment in
the Reproduction of Iranian Architecture (Late 1960s-1979)

Seyed Alireza Seyedi
PhD Student in Architecture, Huckabee College of Architecture, Texas Tech University

Morteza Hemmai
PhD in Landscape Architecture, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Tehran

Jundishapour University of Ahvaz, in line with the Pahlavi government’s nationalist
policies, was presented as the heir to the Sasanian-era Jundishapour. From its
establishment in 1955 until the early 1970s, its development remained limited.
However, in the decade before the Islamic Revolution, it expanded rapidly, leading to
the establishment of the Jundishapour University Campus in Ahvaz. The architectural
requirement for this new campus was defined as design in the “authentic Iranian style”
and “according to the traditional principles of Iranian architecture,” which led to the
invitation of Mohammad Reza Moghtader, Kamran Diba, and Mozhan Khadem to
design its buildings. The result was a rare and valuable example of modern Iranian
architecture, offering a setting in which several of Iran’s most experienced architects
collaborated to reinterpret and contemporize traditional architectural principles. Using
a historical-interpretive approach and newly uncovered archival documents, this
study examines each architect’s contribution through a formal analysis framework
that includes relationships with neighboring buildings, spatial adjacency, geometry,
formal structure, ornament, and symbolism. The architectural approaches are classified
as physical, referring to direct formal references to historical architecture; physical-
conceptual, referring to the reinterpretation of historical architectural concepts with
perceptible fidelity to tradition; and conceptual, referring to the creation of new forms
inspired only by historical architectural ideas. Moghtader, Diba, and Khadem represent
these three categories, respectively.

Keywords: Contemporary Iranian Architecture, Contemporization, Mohammad Reza
Moghtader, Kamran Diba, Mozhan Khadem.
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