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The international responsibility regime of states, as enshrined in 2001 on Responsi-
bility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts adopted by the International Law
Commission (ILC), is based on the principle of “independent responsibility.” That is,
every internationally wrongful act committed by a state gives rise to the international
responsibility of that state itself, in its capacity as an independent legal person within
the international community. This principle is not confined to the framework of public
international law; it also finds its roots in domestic legal systems, including that of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as in firmly established principles of Islamic law.
In the absence of a comprehensive regime of international criminal responsibility for
states, the independent legal international responsibility of the state acquires particular
importance and entails specific structural and substantive requirements, which call for
its examination within the framework of international legal responsibility as opposed
to international criminal responsibility. This study aims to analyze the legal framework
of the principle of independent state responsibility in international law, to elucidate its
manifestations in the Iranian legal system and in Islamic jurisprudence, and to explore
the possibilities of its application to international organizations. The article demon-
strates that the independent responsibility of the state is not merely a general principle;
rather, it constitutes the cornerstone for constructing the system of international respon-
sibility arising from internationally wrongful acts. Nonetheless, the study shows that
this theoretical foundation does not preclude the possibility of qualifying or restricting
such responsibility in specific contexts, whether through treaty provisions or special
customary rules. Accordingly, the article proceeds to test the hypothesis that, despite its
structural character within the international responsibility regime, the principle of inde.
pendent responsibility remains amenable to modulation and limitation through defined
legal mechanisms, thereby opening the way for a more precise and flexible development
of the international responsibility regime of states.
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