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Abstract

The interconnection between literature and human rights—grounded in a humanistic
perspective and in the intrinsic value of the human being as such—has deep and enduring
roots. *Papillon*, the celebrated novel by Henri Charriere, is not merely an adventurous
tale of repeated escapes; it constitutes a powerful testament to grave and systematic
violations of human rights within the French penal colonies of Guiana in the early twentieth
century. Through a meticulous analysis of the experiences and observations of the
protagonist, Papillon, this article examines multiple instances of violations of fundamental
rights, including the right to life, the prohibition of torture and cruel punishments, the right
to liberty and personal security, the prohibition of slavery and forced labour, and the right
to a fair trial. The novel vividly portrays inhumane living conditions, malnutrition, disease,
relentless violence, and pervasive deprivations—conditions that trampled upon the inherent
dignity of individuals. Simultaneously, this study highlights Papillon’s unyielding
resistance and indomitable will, presenting him as both a central character and a symbolic
embodiment of the human spirit’s struggle to preserve dignity and attain freedom. His
actions are interpreted as an instinctive response to the systematic denial of fundamental
rights. Ultimately, by juxtaposing these events with modern human rights standards—such
as those reflected in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights—the article demonstrates
that *Papillon* is not merely a historical narrative but a perpetual reminder of the
imperative to safeguard human rights, as well as a warning against systems that shackle
humanity and subject human dignity to mockery and contempt. May human beings honor
the humanity of one another, and refrain from cruelty toward their fellow human beings.

Keywords: human rights, French colonies, criminal justice system, rights of the
accused, fair trial, Papillon novel.
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1. Papillon

2. Henri Charriere he was a French writer, convicted of murder in 1931 by the French courts and
pardoned in 1970. He wrote the 1969 novel Papillon, a memoir of his incarceration in and escape from
a penal colony in French Guiana.
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1. Cayenne
2. Devil's Island
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1. senseless
2. Practical servitude
3. Thomas Jefferson
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1. Papillon
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