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Background and Aim: In international law, the creation of
legal rules is primarily within the competence of states, while
treaty bodies generally perform supervisory functions. The
Human Rights Committee, as the body responsible for
monitoring the implementation of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, appears to possess limited
authority. Nevertheless, the capacities inherent in the
Covenant and the international legal system enable this body
to play a role beyond mere supervision. The objective of this
study is to examine the role of the Human Rights Committee
in the extra-covenantal development of international law.

Materials and Methods: This research is theoretical in
nature and adopts a descriptive—analytical approach. Data
were collected through library-based research, drawing on
relevant documents, books, and scholarly articles.

Ethical Considerations: Throughout all stages of this
research, principles of academic integrity, honesty, and
fidelity to original sources have been fully observed.

Findings: The findings indicate that the Human Rights
Committee, through its interpretative practices and
supervisory activities, has interpreted the scope of states
parties’ obligations beyond the explicit provisions of the
Covenant and has contributed to the enhancement of human
rights standards.

Conclusion: The study concludes that, despite its limited
formal mandate, the Human Rights Committee plays both a
direct and indirect role in the extra-covenantal development
of international law by contributing to the formation of soft
law and by guiding the future conduct of states.

Cite this article as: | Nabipour Kandavani M.H; Rahmatifar S; Zarneshan S. The Role of the Human Rights Committee in
the Extra-Covenantal Development of International Law. 2026.
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