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Abstract

Ecocide refers to the destruction and devastation of ecosystems, resulting in severe
consequences for the organisms within them. This phenomenon is recognized as a
specific crime when caused by human activities. Currently, ecocide is only officially
acknowledged as an international crime only in certain wartime contexts. However,
given the ongoing environmental crisis, this legal definition appears inadequate.
Eleven countries have already criminalized ecocide under various titles such as
"ecocide," "crimes against humanity," and "environmental pollution" in their
national laws. Additionally, in April 2024, the European Union decided to prosecute
the most severe environmental crimes, making them punishable under EU
regulations. This study explores the national laws of countries that have adopted
stringent environmental crime legislation, as well as EU guidelines, using
descriptive-analytical methods and library resources. The Iranian legal system is
also examined in a general context. The primary objective is to meticulously analyze
the laws and regulations within these legal systems and assess the impact of
national criminalization on the international recognition of ecocide. The central
question is whether national criminalization of ecocide can influence its
international criminalization. If the answer is affirmative, the hypothesis is
strengthened that including this crime in national legislation will underscore the
necessity for international criminalization and encourage the development of
similar laws in other nations.

*Corresponding Author: Sharareh Abtahi

Address: University of Qom, Qom, Iran.

Email: shararehabtahi@yahoo.com

Sharareh Abtahi, Mostafa Fazaeli, Ali Mashhadi. Comparative Analysis of the Criminalization of Ecocide in National

Laws and EU Guidelines

Volume 9. Issue 4. Serial Number 20. Winter 2025. Pages 7 to 37.



https://doi.org/10.22080/lps.2025.27690.1668
mailto:shararehabtahi@yahoo.com
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-5361-8881
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-5018-2418
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-8439-1384

Volume 9. Issue 4. Serial Number 20. Winter 2025. Pages 7 to 37.

Extended abstract

1. Introduction

First of all, ecocide refers to the
destruction of ecosystems and has
harmful consequences for the living
organisms that inhabit them. When this
destruction results from certain human
activities, ecocide is recognized as a
specific form of criminal offense.
Currently, ecocide is officially considered
an international crime only under the
special conditions of war. However, this
legal definition is too narrow given the
current state of the environment. To date,
twelve countries have criminalized
ecocide in their constitutional and
criminal laws, categorizing it under
ecocide, crimes against humanity, or
pollution of the natural environment. On
March 21, 2023, the European Parliament's
Legal Affairs Committee unanimously
voted to classify ecocide—the most
serious environmental crime—as
punishable under EU law. This marks the
first time such a definition has been
included in EU-level legislation. The final
step for the formal recognition of ecocide
in European law will be the agreement of
the European Council and the European
Commission on the position proposed by
the Parliament. The recognition of ecocide
within the European Union will be highly
significant globally, as EU countries
constitute 20% of the member states of
the International Criminal Court, which
will take a decisive step toward the
international recognition of ecocide as a
crime.

2. Methods

This descriptive and analytical research,
utilizing library study tools, examines the
national laws of countries that have
approved ecocide, as well as the recent
European Union resolution. By analyzing
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these national laws alongside the need for
international criminalization and the
legislation of other countries, the study
provides a justified rationale for
addressing ecocide at both national and
international levels.

3. Findings& Conclusion

Under Iranian law, no measures have been
taken to criminalize behavior specifically
under the title of ecocide. However, if we
do not consider the thresholds necessary
for ecocide as indicators for the realization
of this crime—namely "severity, extent,
and long-term" effects—these elements
can be found in Article 50 of the
Constitution and laws such as the Law on
Combating the Financing of Terrorism.
Yet, the issue does not end there. Given
the scale and magnitude of ecocide, which
internationally is poised to become the
fifth crime under the Rome Statute, it is
clear that a precise and clear definition,
along with appropriate punishments
aligned with the necessary thresholds, is
required. This remains a missing link in
Iran’s criminal legislation. The recognition
of ecocide at the European Union level will
be highly significant globally. All EU
member states will be required to
incorporate and approve this new crime
within their domestic laws. Since EU
countries constitute more than 20% of the
member states of the International
Criminal Court, this development will
represent a decisive step toward the
international recognition of ecocide as a
crime.
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2 REGULATIONS REGULATION (EU) 2021/1119 OF
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL of 30 June 2021 establishing the frame-
work for achieving climate neutrality and amending
Regulations (EC) No 401,/2009 and (EU)

2018 /1999(‘European Climate Law’).
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! Directive 2008 /99 /EC of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on
the protection of the environment through crimi-
nal law (Text with EEA relevance). ELI:

http:/ /data.europa.eu/eli/dir /2008 /99 /0j
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN /legal-con-
tent/glossary /trilogue.html

6 DIRECTIVE (EU) 2024 /1203 OF THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL, of 11 April
2024.

on the protection of the environment through
criminal law and replacing Directives 2008 /99 /EC
and 2009/123 /EC
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