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November 22, 2025 success. Terrorist acts continue to be carried out in increasingly severe and
dangerous forms, often employing new and sophisticated methods. A major factor
contributing to the current insecurity faced by the international system and
governments—including the Egyptian government—is the lack of consensus among
states on adopting unified and coherent policies to combat terrorist crimes. This
lack of coordination has, in turn, contributed to violations of international peace
and security at both regional and global levels. Consequently, combating terrorist
crimes requires complex and multifaceted strategies aimed at establishing a
comprehensive response to this threat. Such strategies include enacting effective
counter-terrorism legislation, utilizing intelligence and financial mechanisms to
disrupt the financing of terrorist activities, and enhancing cooperation and
coordination among states, particularly regarding the efforts of the Egyptian
government. Despite numerous international initiatives, Security Council
Keywords: resolutions, and collective efforts to counter terrorism and extremism, the
Terrorist Crimes, international community and governments such as Egypt continue to grapple with
Criminal Response, the spread of this phenomenon. Therefore, to effectively address the threat of
Anti-Terrorism terrorist crimes, the Egyptian government should allocate greater efforts and
Legislation, Egypt, resources to preventive and eradication measures that focus on the underlying root
National Security causes of terrorism, including poverty, marginalization, and unemployment.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

After the 9 /11 terrorist attacks, terrorism
emerged as a significant threat to both
national and international security,
making the war on terror central to states'
counterterrorism policies. Combating this
phenomenon requires a multidimensional
approach, including preventive, security,
and reactive measures. States ensure
national security by enacting anti-
terrorism laws, enhancing intelligence
capabilities, monitoring the financing of
terrorist  groups, and  fostering
international  cooperation,  alongside
actions such as asset seizures, arrests, and
the dismantling of terrorist bases.
Following the fall of Hosni Mubarak’s
government and during Mohamed Morsi’s
presidency, Egypt continued to face
terrorist threats, including complex
patterns involving ISIS-affiliated groups in
neighboring countries, returning foreign
fighters, and domestic terrorism in Sinai
and other parts of mainland Egypt. Egypt’s
response has been comprehensive,
encompassing not only security measures
but also economic, social, cultural, and
educational initiatives. Egyptian
legislation criminalizes both terrorist
violence and the incitement of extremist
ideologies, while also strengthening
international cooperation, combating
organized crime, and  countering
terrorism financing. This approach
underscores the necessity of integrating
security, legal, and development-oriented
policies for effective counterterrorism.

2. Methodology

This study employs an analytical-
descriptive approach, utilizing legal
documents, international reports,
scientific articles, and case studies to
examine the evolution of Egypt’s
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counterterrorism policies since 2001.
Additionally, it evaluates international and
regional cooperation in combating
terrorism. The research method involves
assessing Egyptian legislation, including
the 2014 Constitution and the 2015
Counter-Terrorism Law, in comparison
with  international  standards and
resolutions. Beyond statutory texts,
practical measures—such as asset
seizures, border controls, and counter-
terrorism financing management—are
used as indicators to evaluate policy
effectiveness.

3. Findings

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries,
terrorism has emerged as one of the most
significant challenges in the international
system, with extensive legal, security, and
political implications. The geographical
expansion, organizational complexity, and
diversity of tactics have transformed
terrorism from a domestic threat into a
transnational, networked issue. In
response, states and international
organizations have developed treaties and
legal mechanisms that not only directly
address terrorist acts but also enhance
judicial, security, and financial
cooperation among countries. Egypt, due
to its ongoing exposure to terrorist
threats, has played an active role in
implementing these frameworks. Analysis
of international developments indicates
that terrorism is a multidimensional and
dynamic phenomenon that cannot be
explained by simplistic factors alone.
Recognizing this reality, Egypt has
adopted a comprehensive strategy that
simultaneously  addresses  domestic,
regional, and international levels.
Particularly following the political changes
in 2013, Egypt’s counterterrorism policies
shifted from a purely security-focused
approach to one that incorporates legal,
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social, economic, and ideological
dimensions. Within this framework,
international cooperation serves as a
central pillar of Egypt’s counterterrorism
policies. Furthermore, the 2014
Constitution and the 2015 Counter-
Terrorism Law—both emphasizing
national security alongside the protection
of public rights and freedoms—constitute
the primary legal foundation for
combating terrorism in Egypt.

4. Conclusion

Egypt’s recent legislative developments in
counterterrorism reflect a shift away from
traditional models focused solely on
establishing criminal liability toward
mechanisms centered on the
identification, attribution, and security
assessment of individuals. Under this
framework, new laws permit restrictions
on property rights and asset seizures
without requiring criminal convictions,
while lowering evidentiary standards and
weakening certain fair trial guarantees.
Judicial oversight has been limited, and
broad powers have been granted to quasi-
judicial bodies. Despite the expansion of
security measures, evidence indicates that
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these approaches have not achieved
sustainable control over terrorism, and
neglecting underlying social and economic
factors may perpetuate extremism.
Therefore, adopting a comprehensive,
multidimensional policy is essential for
effective and sustainable
counterterrorism.
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