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The metaverse, a virtual world parallel to the physical environment, presents new
opportunities for business owners. However, the emergence of this new realm also
poses challenges for intellectual property rights holders, particularly trademark
owners. This article examines trademark registration within the metaverse,
addressing key questions such as: What specific regulations govern trademark
registration in the metaverse? Is independent trademark registration required to
secure exclusive rights in this virtual space? If so, what criteria must be fulfilled?
How does metaverse trademark registration differ from registration in the physical
world? Can existing physical-world trademarks be extended to the metaverse, or is
new registration essential? Using an analytical-descriptive methodology and library
research, this study highlights the importance of distinct trademark registrations
for virtual goods and services within the metaverse. To protect trademarks in this
digital environment, registration in metaverse-specific classes is necessary,
regardless of prior physical-world registrations. Furthermore, to protect

Keywords: trademarks effectively in the metaverse, it is essential to enact new laws and
Classifications, regulations that account for the unique characteristics of this virtual space.
Metaverse, Registration, | Fundamental concepts such as the metaverse, virtual goods, and virtual trademarks
Trademarks, Virtual require precise definitions, and appropriate classifications for metaverse goods and
Goods services must be established.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Trademarks, as recognizable signs that
distinguish goods and services from one
another, are protected under international
agreements and domestic laws. In
registration-based systems, exclusive
rights to a trademark belong to the person
who has registered it. In first-to-file
systems, trademark applications—which
include a sample of the mark and a list of
goods or services for which registration is
sought—are examined by trademark
offices. If they meet substantive and
formal requirements, a trademark
certificate is issued. In first-to-use
systems, exclusive rights belong to the
person who first used the mark in
commerce within a specific territory.
Rights arising from registration or first use
include the ability to  prohibit
unauthorized use of the mark, including
the use of identical or similar marks for
similar goods or services that could
mislead the public. The metaverse’s
intermediate nature, which provides users
with a quasi-real experience, raises
questions about the nature of virtual
trademarks and their protection. These
complexities, coupled with the rapid
development and widespread adoption of
the metaverse, have left trademark owners
uncertain about their rights in this
environment. The presence of trademarks
in the metaverse raises the fundamental
question of how trademark protection
begins in this context. In other words,
what are the rules for registering
trademarks in the metaverse? Must
trademarks be registered again to enjoy
exclusive rights there? If so, what are the
requirements for this new registration?
How does registering a trademark in the
metaverse differ from registering it in the
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physical  world?  Specifically, can
trademark registrations in the physical
world be extended to the metaverse, or is
a new registration required? This article
explores these issues in two parts. The
first part examines the concept and
history of the metaverse. The second part
analyzes the trademark registration
system in the metaverse, focusing on
leading jurisdictions such as the United
States and the European Union, which
have been at the forefront of registering
and protecting trademarks in the
metaverse.

2. Methods

This paper employs an analytical-
descriptive methodology to assess the
feasibility of trademark protection within
metaverse registration systems. The study
is based on library research, providing a
comprehensive literature review that
includes  academic  articles, legal
documents, and relevant case law to
thoroughly understand the current
landscape of trademark registration in the
metaverse. To enhance the analysis, a
comparative approach is used to examine
various legal jurisdictions and their
respective frameworks for metaverse
trademark protection.

3. Results

This research provides new insights into
the complex relationship between
trademark law and the emerging
metaverse  landscape.  Through a
comparative analysis of the legal
frameworks in the United States and the
European Union, the study offers a
comprehensive overview of current
approaches to trademark registration
within ~ this  virtual  environment.
Additionally, it examines the challenges
and opportunities the metaverse presents
for trademark owners and rights holders,
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emphasizing the need for adaptable
intellectual property protection
mechanisms.

4. Conclusion

The metaverse, as an advanced network
technology, offers a platform for users to
interact and engage in daily activities such
as commercial transactions. Its
emergence has introduced significant
challenges for both users and trademark
owners, underscoring the urgent need for
policymakers and legislators to address
trademark  protection  within  this
environment. The novelty of trademarks in
the metaverse has led intellectual
property offices to adopt a cautious
approach when granting exclusive rights.
In response to numerous applications,
these offices are gradually refining
trademark classifications to align with
metaverse  developments.  Currently,
trademark owners seeking protection
within the metaverse must register their
trademarks under specific classes: 9
(virtual goods), 35 (retail services for
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physical and virtual goods), 41
(entertainment services), and 42 (design
services for virtual goods). This distinction
highlights a fundamental difference
between trademark registration in the
physical and virtual realms. Consequently,
prior registration in the physical world
does not confer exclusive rights within the
metaverse.
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European Union Intellectual Property Office. (2023,
September 22). PT virtual goods, non-fungible to-
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trieved on April 12, 2024. Available at:

https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/key-user-

newsflash/-/asset publisher/dIGJZDHs$WAB/con-
tent/pt-virtual-goods-non-fungible-tokens-and-the-
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