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Abstract

The validity of wills made by minors, particularly ten-year-olds, is a challenging topic in Imami
jurisprudence and Iranian civil law due to conflicting narrations and legal ambiguities. This raises
the question: Is maturity a prerequisite for the validity of a will, or can the wills of minors also
hold jurisprudential-legal validity? In response, two primary viewpoints exist among scholars.
Some, relying on general contract principles, maintain that the testator must be of sound mind for
awill to be valid, with no distinction between wills and other legal acts. Conversely, others, based
on specific jurisprudential evidence, argue that general contract rules are subject to exception in
the case of wills, rendering the wills of ten-year-old minors valid and enforceable. This study,
employing a descriptive-analytical method, concludes that, based on authentic jurisprudential
narrations and established scholarly consensus, the wills of ten-year-old minors are valid,
provided they pertain to charitable matters and are directed toward relatives. Therefore, it is
necessary to amend Article 835 of the Iranian Civil Code by adding a provision to clarify its
ambiguities and reflect the prevailing view of jurists.
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