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Abstract

espite being among the most pressing issues confronting contempo-
D rary human society, international crimes have, for understandable
reasons, received relatively little attention within criminological
studies. The present study seeks to provide a criminological analysis
of such crimes. Methodologically, this analysis is grounded in Georg Simmel’s
theory of social forms, according to which the forms of sociation and conflict,
along with their constituent elements, are theoretically explained in light of psy-
chological and historical contexts. This theoretical framework offers an analyti-
cal foundation for understanding the emergence of international conflicts. The
central concept derived from this analysis is the formation of a mental world in
which the “self”” is regarded as superior—on historical, national, racial, reli-
gious, or sectarian grounds—Ileading to the perception of the ““other”” as inferior.
Consequently, an objective world of intolerance emerges, resulting in the denial,
elimination, and violation of the other’s territory, identity, and physical and psy-
chological integrity, culminating in the commission of international crimes. This
theoretical framework helps explain the criminogenic dynamics behind, inter
alia, the First and Second World Wars, the conflicts in Yugoslavia and Rwanda,
and the genocidal acts committed against the Palestinian people.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In criminological literature explanations of crime have largely been framed within
theoretical traditions associated with Karl Marx and Emile Durkheim, with primary
attention devoted to interpersonal crimes within a particular society. By contrast, the
theoretical potential of Georg Simmel’s thought has been less frequently employed in
criminological analysis, particularly in the field of international crimes. Crimes such
as genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and aggression—now established
concepts in international criminal law—cannot be adequately explained through indi-
vidual-centered models (such as the “rational offender” paradigm) or reductionist bio-
logical and psychological accounts. These crimes emerge from complex interactions of
historical, political, and cultural forces that materialize within structures of power and
conflict. Simmel, by focusing on “social forms” and analyzing interaction as the foun-
dation of social existence, provides a framework capable of transcending the individu-
al-structure dichotomy. For Simmel, society is not an external coercive entity, but the
product of interactive forces among individuals; norms, values, domination, and conflict
arise through processes of interaction. On this basis, crime—even at the international
level—may be analyzed as a particular form of interaction in which specific values and
meanings become stabilized and ultimately objectified in the external world as violence
and repression. Accordingly, this article seeks to analyze international crimes through
the sociological foundations of Simmel’s theory and to construct a criminological theo-
retical framework grounded in his conceptual apparatus.

Methodology

This study adopts an analytical and conceptual approach grounded in a systematic re-
interpretation of Simmel’s sociological theory. It aims to formulate a theoretical frame-
work for the criminological analysis of international crimes in which the “subjective
world” of actors (shared values and meanings) becomes manifested in an “objective
world” (institutions, policies, and violent practices). The research first reconstructs Sim-
mel’s fundamental concepts, particularly the distinction between “form” and “content.”
Within this framework, social forms such as sociability and conflict are identified as
recurring structures of interaction, and their criminological capacities are examined.
Subsequently, through an interdisciplinary criminological perspective drawing upon so-
ciology, social psychology, and history, these interactional forms are extended to the
domain of international crimes. The analysis proceeds on the premise that large-scale
atrocities are not merely the result of individual decision-making, but rather the con-
sequence of the stabilization of particular forms of interaction that acquire legitimacy
within specific historical and political contexts. Emphasis is placed on the concept of
the “unity of heterogeneous elements”—that is, the convergence of collective values,
historical and cultural conditions, structures of conflict and domination, and processes
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of meaning-construction that together generate the conditions for the emergence of in-
ternational crimes.

Results

The findings of this study consist of the identification of two domains within human
social interactions: the subjective (content) and the objective (form). This sociological
distinction enables the criminological researcher to analyze the manner in which deviant
and criminal behaviors emerge, insofar as such behaviors constitute objective phenome-
na that are shaped by underlying subjective processes and manifestations. Accordingly,
an analysis of the content and form of social interaction—including interactions imbued
with hatred and violence—based on Simmel’s sociological approach may serve as a
theoretical framework for examining criminal behavior, even in relation to international
crimes.

Conclusion

A Simmelian analysis demonstrates that international crimes can be understood as the
objective crystallization of specific social forms of interaction. Domination and con-
flict, when institutionalized within political and bureaucratic structures, may evolve into
systematic repression. Conflict, when legitimized as a means of preserving in-group
unity through the elimination of the “other,” acquires the capacity to transform into
genocide or ethnic cleansing. Likewise, loyalty—when detached from individual moral
judgment—can normalize participation in collective violence. From this perspective,
the objective world of killing, discrimination, and persecution reflects a subjective
world shaped through social interaction. Consequently, the criminology of international
crimes requires a micro-oriented yet non-reductionist analysis—one that begins with the
examination of “social molecules” and culminates in the understanding of macro-struc-
tures of violence. In conclusion, Simmel’s theory of social forms offers a viable theoreti-
cal foundation for developing an interactional criminology of international crimes—one
that moves beyond reductive explanations based on rational calculation or pathological
deviation and instead focuses on the complex dynamics of values, norms, and forms of
social interaction.
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