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Abstract

Introduction

Developments arising from the twelve-day war between Iran and Israel in
2025 once again highlighted the issue of the use of force and the conditions
for invoking self-defense in international law. One of the key elements in
assessing the legality of self-defense is the criterion of “immediacy,”
traditionally understood as the need for a prompt response to an armed
attack. However, the emergence of modern threats such as hybrid warfare,
cyber operations, and data-driven security environments has challenged the
classical understanding of this requirement. In many contemporary
situations, threats develop gradually through multiple indicators, making it
more difficult to determine when the threshold of an armed attack has been
crossed. At the same time, advances in artificial intelligence enable the rapid

Please cite this article as:

Shams, Sh., Raei, M., Ansari Mahyari, A (2026). The Twelve-Day Iran-Israel War and
Reconsidering the Criterion of Immediacy in States’ Self-Defense through the Use of Artificial
Intelligence Journal of Legal Studies, 18(1), 727-760. https://doi: 10.22099/JLS.2026.55451.5459

" Corresponding author:
E-mail address: masoud.raei@iau.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22099/jls.2026.55451.5459
https://doi.org/10.22099/jls.2026.55451.5459
mailto:masoud.raei@iau.ac.ir

Zegal Shudies

The Twelve-Day Iran-Israel War and Reconsidering the Criterion of Immediacy ... 728

analysis of large volumes of intelligence and security data. Accordingly, this
study aims to reconsider the concept of immediacy in contemporary
international law and to examine the capacities and limitations of artificial
intelligence in assessing imminent threats, using the twelve-day war between
Iran and Israel as a case study.

Methods

This study adopts an analytical-exploratory approach with an
interdisciplinary perspective. It first examines the legal foundations of the
requirement of immediacy within the framework of Article 51 of the United
Nations Charter and the principles of necessity and proportionality. It then
analyzes transformations in the nature of contemporary threats, particularly
hybrid warfare and cyber operations. The research is based on the analysis of
legal sources and scholarly literature, alongside a qualitative case study of
the twelve-day war between Iran and Israel in order to assess the role of
data-driven analysis and artificial intelligence technologies in evaluating
threats and supporting decisions related to self-defense.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that the traditional understanding of immediacy as a
strictly instantaneous response to an armed attack is increasingly inadequate
in contemporary conflict environments. In the case of the twelve-day war
between Iran and Israel, the evaluation of potential self-defense situations
was not limited to a single overt military act but rather involved the
interpretation of a complex set of intelligence indicators, security
assessments, cyber activities, and patterns of hostile conduct. This suggests
that determining whether the threshold of an armed attack has been reached
often requires the simultaneous analysis of diverse and rapidly evolving
sources of information. Artificial intelligence technologies can assist in this
process by enabling the rapid processing and analysis of large volumes of
military, intelligence, and security data. Through pattern recognition,
predictive analytics, and large-scale data processing, Al systems can help
identify emerging threats and generate real-time assessments that support
decision-makers in evaluating the immediacy of potential attacks.
Nevertheless, the study also demonstrates that the assessment of immediacy
retains both objective and subjective dimensions. The objective dimension
relates to the existence of verifiable evidence indicating an imminent threat,
while the subjective dimension concerns the perception and judgment of the
state facing that threat at the moment of decision-making. Al technologies
can strengthen the objective dimension by providing comprehensive data
analysis and improving situational awareness. However, the legality of
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invoking self-defense ultimately requires normative interpretation, legal
reasoning, and the evaluation of principles such as necessity and
proportionality. For this reason, decisions concerning the use of force cannot
be delegated entirely to algorithmic systems. Instead, artificial intelligence
should function as a supportive analytical tool that enhances the
informational basis of decision-making without replacing human legal
judgment. The findings further suggest that the integration of artificial
intelligence into assessments of immediacy must be accompanied by
appropriate legal and institutional safeguards. These safeguards include
effective human oversight over Al-assisted analytical processes,
transparency regarding the algorithms and datasets used in threat analysis,
mechanisms to detect and mitigate algorithmic bias, and the preservation of
state accountability for decisions taken on the basis of technological
assessments. Without such safeguards, excessive reliance on Al may lead to
inaccurate threat evaluations and potentially encourage overly broad
interpretations of the right of self-defense.

Conclusion

The study concludes that revisiting the requirement of immediacy in
contemporary international law requires a careful balance between
technological innovation and the normative framework governing the use of
force. Artificial intelligence can enhance states’ analytical capacity to detect
emerging threats and support more timely assessments of potential attacks.
However, its use must remain subject to human legal judgment,
transparency, and accountability in order to ensure that technological tools
complement rather than undermine the fundamental principles of
international law.

Keywords: Twelve-Day War; Immediacy in Self-Defense; Artificial
Intelligence; Use of Force; International Law.
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1. United Nations Charter

2. International Court of Justice (ICJ). (2003). Oil Platforms (Islamic Republic of
Iran v. United States of America), Judgment.

3. International Court of Justice (1CJ). (2005). Armed Activities on the Territory of
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