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This study adopts a victimological approach to examine the impact of gender-based violence in the Al
Hassan case before the International Criminal Court, analyzing the dimensions of gendered
victimization, the challenges of achieving justice, and the necessity of gender-sensitive approaches.
Using a theoretical framework and analysis of case data and scholarly sources, it seeks to answer the
main research question: how can effective and comprehensive justice be ensured for victims of
gender-based violence in cases such as Al Hassan? Findings indicate that forced marriages, repeated
rapes, and the imposition of extremist Sharia law in Timbuktu caused profound psychological,
physical, and social harm to women, leading to the collapse of family and cultural structures. From a
victimological perspective, gender-based violence was not merely an individual crime but a tool of
domination, control, and disempowerment, resulting in stigmatization, social isolation, and deep
mistrust toward international justice mechanisms.
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1. Introduction

The Al-Hassan case at the International Criminal Court (ICC) is a crucial precedent in recognizing
and adjudicating gender-based violence (GBV) in international criminal justice. This case concerns
the 2012-2013 occupation of Timbuktu by Ansar Dine and Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, during
which rigid Sharia laws led to severe human rights violations, particularly against women. Crimes
included forced marriages, sexual slavery, and corporal punishment. Despite the severity of these
offenses, prosecuting GBV in this case faced significant legal and evidentiary obstacles, including
insufficient forensic documentation, victims' reluctance to testify due to stigma and fear, and the
inherent challenges of proving sexual violence under international law. These issues raise two key
research questions: How can comprehensive justice be ensured for GBV victims in cases like Al-
Hassan? and What challenges has international criminal justice faced in proving GBV in this case?

A major limitation was the Pre-Trial Chamber’s exclusion of key charges, reducing the prosecution’s
scope for GBV-related crimes under the pretext of expediting proceedings. The ICC’s reliance on
documentary evidence and reluctance to integrate gender-sensitive legal methodologies further
hindered accountability, reflecting broader systemic issues where gendered crimes are often under-
prosecuted in favor of more easily provable offenses.

This study examines the multi-layered impact of GBV on Al-Hassan’s victims, including
psychological trauma, PTSD, depression, and the disintegration of Timbuktu’s social fabric. It
highlights the necessity of victim-centered legal reforms, stronger evidentiary frameworks, and
improved survivor protections to ensure gender-based crimes receive due recognition in international
criminal law.

2. Methodology

This research employs a victimological approach, integrating theoretical perspectives and an analysis
of case data and scholarly literature. A qualitative content analysis of legal documents, victim
testimonies, and ICC reports was conducted. The study also reviews criminological theories,
including feminist victimology, routine activity theory, and the concept of active and passive
victimization, to contextualize the findings. Additionally, comparative analyses with past international
cases, such as the Rwandan Genocide and the Bosnian War, provide insight into the effectiveness of
international justice mechanisms in prosecuting GBV.

3. Results and Discussion

The Al-Hassan case presents both progress and setbacks in addressing gender-based victimization
within international criminal law. While the trial marks a step forward in recognizing GBV as a
serious international crime, limitations in evidence collection, judicial bias, and procedural restrictions
hindered full accountability. The study suggests that achieving effective justice for GBV victims
requires improved evidence-gathering mechanisms, including the use of forensic psychological
assessments and digital documentation, enhanced victim protection measures such as confidential
testimony procedures to encourage survivor participation, a gender-sensitive judicial approach
ensuring that legal interpretations align with international human rights standards, and stronger
collaboration between international and local justice systems fostering survivor-centered restorative
justice mechanisms. Ultimately, the study argues that international criminal justice must evolve to
address the complexities of gender-based victimization effectively. The Al-Hassan case, despite its
shortcomings, serves as a foundation for refining prosecutorial strategies and enhancing judicial
sensitivity toward GBV in conflict settings.

4. Conclusions

Findings indicate that forced marriages, systematic sexual violence, and corporal punishment in the
Al-Hassan case caused severe psychological and physical trauma while dismantling the social and
cultural fabric of Timbuktu. From a victimological perspective, GBV functioned as a tool for
oppression, leading to long-term consequences such as social isolation, stigmatization, and diminished
trust in justice institutions. The study highlights several critical challenges in prosecuting GBV under
international law, including the ICC’s reliance on documentary evidence, which often fails to capture
the full extent of gendered crimes, victims' fear of stigma and retaliation preventing them from
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providing testimonies, judicial limitations in integrating gender-sensitive methodologies in legal
proceedings, and the exclusion of significant GBV charges due to procedural constraints, undermining
comprehensive justice. The case also underscores structural issues within the ICC’s approach to
gender-based crimes, revealing a pattern of dismissing or under-prosecuting such offenses in favor of
more "easily provable" charges.
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