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Abstract

In the early period of Islam, one of the significant intellectual and social challenges that
the nascent Islamic society faced was the emergence of individuals who, with the claim of
"rivalry with the Qur’an," sought to confront it. These individuals, by presenting words or
texts in imitation of the Qur'an and with the objective of undermining its inimitability
(I'jaz) and authority (Hujjiyyah), attempted to call the revelatory (Wahyani) message of the
Qur’an into question and weaken the position oflthe Holy Prophet (s) among the people.
Such claims were not merely a simple doctrinal dispute, but rather could have significant
consequences in religious, cultural, and even political arenas; because in the event of the
proliferation of these claims, public trust in the Qur’an and the leadership of the Prophet (s)
would be damaged, and the cohesion of the Islamic society would face danger. Hence, the
type of confrontation of the Holy Prophet (s) with these claimants is not considered merely
a theological (Kalami) response to a religious doubt (Shubhah), but is rather counted as a
part of the method of social and political management of the Islamic society. Examining
this issue can demonstrate how the Prophet (s) established a balance among preserving
religious and political authority, observing Islamic ethics (Akhlaq), and managing social
crises. Consequently, studying this subject, in addition to illuminating the dimensions of
the Prophetic conduct (Sirah), can present a model of the method of confronting intellectual
and social challenges within the framework of religious governance. The primary objective
of this research is to examine and elucidate the method of confrontation of the Holy
Prophet (s) with the claimants of rivalry with the Qur’an in early Islam. This research
strives, by identifying the most important individuals or currents that raised such a claim
and by analyzing the behavior of the Prophet (s) towards them, to extract and categorize
His Holiness's various methods of encounter. Furthermore, the current research endeavors
to demonstrate how these methods can be elucidated within the format of a coherent
framework of Prophetic governance; a framework in which political authority, religious
ethics, and social tact (Tadbir) are placed alongside one another. Therefore, the objective of
the research is not solely the historical reporting of events, but rather the analysis of the

Cite this article: Mohammadi, M.A. (2026). The Method of Confrontation of the Holy Prophet (s) with the Pretenders of
Rivalry. Islamic Governance Studies, 2(1), p. 133-154. https://doi.org/10.22081/jislamicgo.2026.73849.1056

Received: 2025-08-27 ; Revised: 2025-11-05 ; Accepted: 2025-12-09 ; Published online: 2026-03-30

Type of article: Research Avrticle Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy

https://jislamicgov.isca.ac.ir ©2026/authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights


https://doi.org/10.22081/jislamicgo.2026.73849.1056

134 Islamic Governance Studies, Vol. 2, No. 1, 2026

logic and behavioral strategy of the Prophet (s) in confronting this intellectual and social
challenge, so that through this, the managerial and governance dimensions of the Prophetic
Sirah become clearer. The main problem of the research is what approaches and methods
the Holy Prophet (s) adopted in confronting the claimants of rivalry with the Qur’an and
what characteristics these methods possess. Based on this, the main question of the research
is posed as follows: How was the method of confrontation of the Holy Prophet (s) with the
claimants of rivalry with the Qur'an in early Islam, and what model of governance and
social management do these methods demonstrate? Alongside this question, several sub-
guestions are also raised; including who the most important claimants of rivalry with the
Qur’an were and under what conditions such claims were propounded. Also, what methods
did the Prophet (s) utilize against these individuals, and what factors caused him to employ
forgiveness and tolerance in some cases and to adopt a decisive confrontation in other
cases. The answer to these questions can provide a clearer understanding of the Prophet's
(s) method of encountering intellectual opponents and the manner of managing social
challenges in the Islamic society. The present research has been conducted with a
descriptive-analytical approach and relying on the study of historical and narrational
(Riwayt) sources related to early Islam. The results of the research indicate that the
confrontation of the Holy Prophet (s)[with the claimants of rivalry with the Qur'an
possessed a multidimensional approach proportional to the social conditions. The first
method in the Sirah of His Holiness is "forgiveness and pardon." The Prophet (s) in many
cases encountered these individuals with an approach based on forgiveness and refrained
from severe reactions. This method led to the reduction of social tensions and the provision
of the possibility for the reform and return of individuals. The second method is "tolerance
and preaching." The Prophet (s), against those who attempted to influence public opinion
through casting doubts or propaganda, responded with dialogue, argumentation, and
advice. This approach was considered a form of public opinion management whose
objective was to clarify the truth for the people and prevent the spread of doubts. The third
method is "decisiveness and harsh confrontation™ in necessary situations. In cases where
the activity of the pretenders of rivalry went beyond the level of intellectual dispute and
transformed into a threat to the security of the society or social cohesion, the Prophet (s)
took action with authority. Such confrontations were carried out to preserve social order
and prevent the creation of more extensive crises. Based on the findings of the research,
these three methods rest upon three fundamental pillars: legitimate political authority based
on divine revelation, religious ethics which is the foundation of the social behavior of the
Prophet (s), and social tact which provides the possibility of selecting the most appropriate
method in various conditions. The combination of these elements demonstrates the
intelligent management of the Prophet (s) in confronting intellectual and social challenges.
Examining the Sirah of the Holy Prophet (s) in confronting the claimants of rivalry with the
Qur’an indicates that His Holiness adopted a balanced and multidimensional approach.
This approach was based on a combination of authority, ethics, and tact. The Prophet (s) in
many instances, through forgiveness, tolerance, and guiding methods, attempted to reform
individuals and keep the society away from tension, but in conditions where the foundation
of social order and the legitimacy of the Islamic society was exposed to a threat, he took
action with decisiveness. This method demonstrates that the Prophetic Strah presents a
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comprehensive model of religious governance in which political authority, Islamic ethics,
and social management operate harmoniously. Such a model was able to preserve and
consolidate the nascent Islamic society against intellectual and social threats and provide
the groundwork for its expansion and fortification.

Keywords: Rivalry with the Qur’an, Prophet (s), Pretenders of rivalry, Social
management, Political management, Political authority.
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