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Abstract

Religious democracy is a modern model of governance that seeks to
establish a link between divine principles and the popular will. This
model, while upholding religious values, recognizes the people's right to
choose and participate. Unlike secular democracies, which derive
legitimacy solely from the majority vote, religious democracy defines
public participation within the framework of religious values. The central
challenge of this model is to strike a balance between religious
requirements and the people’s will in the governance process. What is the
role of the people in religious democracy, and how can a balance be
maintained between divine principles and public will? In this system, the
people are one of the main pillars of political power, and their
participation plays a significant role in decision-making; at the same time,
religious principles determine and guide the overall framework of
governance. This study examines the opportunities and challenges of
religious democracy, its role in enhancing public participation and
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preserving religious values, and explores how it can be realized in the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the
research analyzes the theory of religious democracy along with
jurisprudential, historical, and political sources. The findings show that
people hold a high position in religious democracy, and their participation
contributes to the legitimacy, stability, and preservation of the system’s
religious values. The successful realization of this model requires a
balance between Sharia and the popular will.
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