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ABSTRACT

History plays a crucial role in shaping a nation’s identity. Research indicates
that history education in the secondary school faces multiple challenges. The
present study aimed to analyze whether the content of secondaty school
history textbooks alighs with Qut’anic teachings in historical studies. This
research employed a qualitative design based on thematic content analysis,
using open and axial coding after a comprehensive review of relevant
documents. In the analysis of Qur’anic verses related to “journeying through
the earth” and drawing lessons from the fate of past peoples, six verses with
relatively similar structures were identified. The intetpretive sample included
four Tafsir: Tafsir-e-Al-Mizan, Sample, Tafsir-e-Tasnim, and Tafsir-e-Noot.
The population of history textbooks encompassed all books from grades 10 to
12, with purposeful sampling focusing on the grade 10 textbook due to its
emphasis on ancient Iran. Moteover, the learning activities presented in these
textbooks served as the basis for the content analysis. For this purpose, the
activity sections of the books were carefully reviewed, and their questions were
categorized according to activity type. Considering the conceptual ovetlap
between the Qur’anic concept of “journeying through the earth” and “mobile
learning,” the researcher also analyzed and coded sources related to mobile
learning. The findings reveal that the activity section of the grade 10 history
textbook does not adequately reflect the Qur’anic instruction regarding
reflecion on the fate of past nations. While the textbook emphasizes
reasoning, comparison, and discovering historical facts through research, it
does little to encourage teachers and students to engage in travel or field visits
to obsetve historical remains. Based on these results, it is recommended that,
in addition to adhering to Qut’anic guidance on studying human history, and
given the practical limitations of travel, mobile learning opportunities such as
Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) technologies be utilized to
reconstruct and present the history of past civilizations.

Cite this Article: Nili Ahmadabadi, M., R. (2025). A Thematic Analysis of Secondary School History
Textbooks through Qur’anic Perspectives in History Study and Utilizing the Potential of

Mobile

Learning.  Trends and Achievements in  Learning  Technology, 2(6), 29-57.

https:/ /doi.org/10.22034/j1t.2025.2069138.1043

© Author(s)
Publisher: Iranian Educational Technology Association
DOTI: https://doi.org/10.22034/1t.2025.2069138.1043


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6882-2671
https://doi.org/10.22034/jlt.2025.2069138.1043

Trends and Achievements in Learning Technology
Vol 2, No. 6,2025,Page | 30

Introduction

History is one of the fundamental subjects in educational systems. It is a
discipline that explores various aspects of human life and society in the past, the
causes of their transformations and events, and the actions of previous
generations. The patterns of history are not accidental but unfold according to
specific principles and laws. A careful analysis of past events enables individuals
to make realistic predictions for the future. The ultimate outcome of studying
history is to draw insights from the past to enrich life in the present and future.
This study examines travel and the observation of historical monuments from
the perspectives of the Qur’an and secondary school textbooks.

Research Question(s)

The purpose of this study is to conduct a thematic analysis of the secondary
school history curriculum from the perspective of observing historical
monuments in Qur’anic verses and to explore the potential of mobile learning
for enhancing of education.

1. What lessons does the Qur’an provide for drawing moral and cognitive
insights from the fate of past nations?

2. To what extent do secondary school textbooks incorporate Qut’anic
guidance?

3. Given the limitations of physical visits to historical sites, how can mobile
learning help students approach the study of history through Qur’anic
Insights?

Literature Review

The teaching of history within the formal education system faces a number of
persistent challenges, including insufficient attention to national identity,
structural weaknesses in textbook design, limited teacher competence, and the
dominance of rote memorization over analytical understanding. Consequently,
students tend to show low motivation toward the subject. Yari-Dehnavi and
colleagues (2021) conducted a study aimed at analyzing the content of history
textbooks in the humanities track of upper secondary education based on Islamic
educational perspectives, using a deductive—thematic content analysis approach.
The findings indicated that most of the indicators related to the effective
instruction of history were not comprehensively addressed by the textbook
authors.
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In another study, Babaei and Salehi (2024) explored the lived experiences of
secondary history teachers through a qualitative research design employing a
descriptive phenomenological strategy. Their results revealed that the main
challenges in history instruction include textbooks’ emphasis on memorization,
limited analytical depth, and deficiencies in pedagogical practice, lecture-
centered teaching, and the influence of various individual and social factors
external to the classroom context. These barriers collectively diminish students’
motivation to learn history.

Moreover, a study entitled Mobile Educational Media for the Study of Islamic
History: Evaluation and Future Formation demonstrated the high effectiveness
of mobile learning in teaching history. The researcher-developed instructional
software for history captured the interest of 85% of students, who rated the
program as engaging and appealing (Hasanah et al., 2022).

Methodology

To address the first research question, a thematic content analysis was conducted
on Qur’anic verses related to traveling across the land and studying the destinies
of past generations. Four prominent Qur’anic exegeses—Al-Mizan, Nemuneh,
Tasnim, and Noor—were consulted to interpret these verses. The identified
themes were subsequently organized through open coding and categorical
classification.

For the second research question, a thematic content analysis of the tenth-
grade history textbook was performed. This textbook was selected through
purposeful sampling, as its primary aim is to introduce students to ancient Iran.
The analysis focused specifically on the “Activities” section, which represents
the core of student engagement. This investigation assessed the extent to which
the textbook emphasizes travel and reflection on the destinies of past
civilizations, in accordance with the emphasis in the Qur’an.

The third research question was addressed using a similar thematic content
analysis approach, employing open coding and categorical classification to
interpret the data.

Results

The set of activities assigned to students in the tenth-grade history textbook
includes encouraging students to think critically, reason, and provide
explanations for historical events (22 instances); investigating fact-based,
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memory-oriented content through research in various sources (18 instances);
comparing and analyzing events (16 instances); referring to historical evidence
(5 instances); and other minor activities. Overall, there is no emphasis on
engaging students in real-world study or field visits.

In general, the teaching approach that focuses on observing historical
monuments and reflecting upon them, as emphasized in the Qur’an, is minimally
represented in the textbooks. Accordingly, student activities in the history
curriculum are primarily centered on cognitive reasoning rather than sensory
engagement. Furthermore, while the study of history in the Qur’an emphasizes
moral development, the history textbooks focus predominantly on recounting
past events and analyzing them.

The concept of mobility in learning, as presented in the Qur’an, aligns closely
with mobile learning in the educational technology literature. Verses that
encourage travel exemplify learning through movement, illustrating that modern
mobile media, such as smartphones, can overcome the constraints of static
classroom learning. Student participation in field visits, such as observing
historical monuments, represents a form of learning outside the classroom, while
mobile learning facilitates authentic, situational learning. Using contemporary
technological tools, learners can be virtually transported to real-world
environments. For instance, a museum visit can be simulated to replicate
authentic experiences.

Among mobile technologies, for example, augmented reality (AR) plays a
crucial role in history education, as it provides indirect, live visualizations of
historical realities and enriches the instructional process. Despite its high cost,
virtual reality (VR) is also highly applicable, allowing students to experience a
wide range of learning content, from virtual field trips to complex simulations.
All these approaches ultimately aim to foster moral reflection and derive lessons
from history, in line with the Qur’anic perspective on learning from the past.
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2. Augumented reality
3. Virtual Reality (VR)
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