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Abstract

In the Shahnameh, Zahhak is introduced as being of Arab descent. As Zahhak
has long been regarded as a symbol of oppression, Iranians, in expressing
their anti-Arab sentiments following the Arab invasion, referred to him as
Tazi. Before this, some researchers had discussed Zahhak's association with
the eastern regions of Iran and rejected his Arab ancestry. While considering
their viewpoints, the author has sought to provide a descriptive-analytical
exploration of Zahhak’s Scythian-Parthian origins, examining it through the
Shahnameh, historical texts, and the etymology of certain names linked to
Zahhak. This study aims to establish that Zahhak was Scythian and hailed
from east of Iran. The reasons and evidence supporting Zahhak's Scythian
identity will also address why Rostam, during his confrontation with
Esfandiar, claims to be of Zahhak's lineage through his mother. This potential
explanation suggests that it might be rooted in the shared Scythian ancestry
of both Zahhak and Rostam.
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