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Abstract

The metaphorical conceptualization of time constitutes a pivotal domain in cognitive
linguistics, illustrating how humans construct abstract concepts through concrete spatial
experiences. According to Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980), two
primary patterns (Moving-Ego and Moving-Time) have been identified for representing
temporal concepts. Drawing upon the classic “Next Wednesday’s Meeting” paradigm
(McGlone & Harding, 1998), this study investigated the metaphorical understanding of time
in the Sarhadi Balochi dialect. The statistical population comprised 121 native speakers of
Sarhadi Balochi (students at the University of Sistan and Baluchestan). Data were analyzed
using the chi-square (y?) test in SPSS software. Findings revealed that in a neutral context,
the moving-time pattern is significantly dominant (p<0.001), indicating speakers’ tendency
to conceptualize themselves as stationary entities toward whom events move as dynamic
agents. Furthermore, results demonstrated that contextual priming (via contextualizing
sentences) exerts a significant influence on the interpretation of the ambiguous phrase “Next
Wednesday’s Meeting” (p<0.001), thereby supporting the dynamic nature of linguistic
cognition. In contrast, gender showed no significant effect on temporal metaphor
comprehension (p=0.36). These findings suggest that the tribal social structure and the
cultural emphasis on historical traditions in Sarhadi Balochi society may play a decisive role
in shaping this cognitive pattern.

Keywords: Time, Metaphor, Moving-Ego, Moving-Time, Sarhadi Balochi, Cognitive
Linguistics.
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Extended Abstract

1.Introduction

The perception “time” as a concept is one of the most complex challenges in
cognitive linguistics; because language has an abstract nature and human beings
need to understand and express it through conceptual metaphors. The metaphorical
perception of time illustrates how humans construct abstract concepts through
concrete spatial experiences. According to Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff &
Johnson, 1980), two current models, “Moving-Ego” and “Moving-Time”, have been
identified for representing temporal concepts. In the moving-ego model, the person
imagines himself moving from the past to the future and time is fixed, while in the
moving-time model, the person is fixed and the time or events are moving towards
him. Intercultural studies show that tendency to each of these models is influenced
by cultural, linguistic, and situational factors.

2.Method

Drawing upon the classic “Next Wednesday’s Meeting” paradigm (McGlone &
Harding, 1998), this research investigates the metaphorical perception of time in
Sarhaddi Balochi dialect. The “Next Wednesday’s Meeting” paradigm introduced
by McGlone & Harding (1998), is a standardized test for the distinction between
these two models, that is, Moving-Ego and Moving-Time models. According to this
paradigm, participants are asked: the next meeting of the Wednesday has shifted two
days ahead; If today is Wednesday, what day would the meeting be held? The
answers are divided into two categories: “Friday” and “Monday”. People who use
the moving-ego model fixe the time and imagine themselves in motion and respond
“Friday” (the person has moved forward). Those people who use the moving-time
model consider their own fixed and time moving and respond “Monday” (time has
moved to back). This paradigm suggests that spatial perceptions of time in the same
situations can create different interpretations of time and tend to change with
cultural, linguistic, and situational factors. The statistical population comprised 121
native speakers of Sarhaddi Balochi (the students at the University of Sistan and
Baluchestan). The data were analyzed using the Chi-square () test in SPSS
software.
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3.Results

The findings revealed that, in a neutral context, the moving-time model is
significantly dominant (p<0.001), indicating speakers’ tendency to conceptualize
themselves as fixed entities toward whom the events move as dynamic agents.
Furthermore, the results demonstrated that contextual information (via stimulating
sentences) exerts a significant influence on the interpretation of the ambiguous
phrase ‘“next Wednesday’s meeting” (p<0.001), thereby, supporting the dynamic
nature of linguistic cognition. In contrast, gender showed no significant effect on
temporal metaphor perception (p=0.36).

4.Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicated that the tribal social structure and the cultural emphasis on
historical traditions in Sarhaddi Balochi society may play a determining role in
shaping this cognitive model. This study represents the first systematic investigation
of this phenomenon in Sarhaddi Balochi dialect and offers valuable insights into the
interplay among language, culture, and cognition.

With the purpose of investigating the metaphorical perception of time in Sarhaddi
Balochi dialect, this study was carried out using the theoretical framework of
cognitive linguistics and the “next Wednesday’s meeting” paradigm. The main
findings of this study can be summarized as following:

First, in a neutral environment, the moving time model is dominant
significantly and with large eftect size (¢p=0.38). This finding shows that
Sarhaddi Balochi speakers tend to conceive themselves as a fixed
creature in time and perceive events as moving objects that come to them
from the future. This finding is in line with the results of several studies
in other languages (such as Aymara language), indicating the dominance
of the moving-time model, but differs from the findings of Persian with
dominant moving-ego model (e.g., Khoshkhoonejad, 2020). This
difference is strong evidence of the role of cultural factors in shaping
cognitive models.

Second, the results also show that providing contextual information
(provocative terms) has a significant impact on the ambiguous sentence
interpretation. This finding supports the dynamic cognitive theories
(Feist and Duffy, 2023) and designates that linguistic knowledge is not a
static process, but is dynamic and highly dependent on context. The
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speaker's mind is easily subject to the influence of the background and
alters its cognitive framework to interpret an ambiguous phrase.

Third, the gender variable had no significant impact on the metaphorical
perception of time. This finding shows that the metaphorical perception
of time in the Sarhaddi Balochi society is a sociocultural phenomenon
that is formed at the macro level and does not include individual-gender
differences.

This study has important implications for conceptual metaphor theory.
Firstly, the findings support the main hypothesis of conceptual metaphor
theory that time is perceived through space. Secondly, it demonstrates that
these mappings are entirely under the influence of culture and can appear in
different forms in different cultures (Kévecses, 2015). This research also has
practical implications for areas such as language teaching (understanding
cultural differences in time expression) and intercultural communications.
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