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Abstract

Childhood cancer is not merely a physical illness; rather,
it is a pervasive life experience that profoundly affects all
dimensions of children’s lived worlds, particularly their
spiritual dimension. Spiritual health, as a fundamental
pillar of human well-being, plays a crucial role in meaning-
making of suffering, resilience, adaptation to illness,
and even post-traumatic growth. Within this context, the
concept of “God” and the manner in which a child perceives
and relates to God constitute the core of the spiritual
lifeworld of children with cancer and can decisively shape
trajectories of spiritual well-being or vulnerability. Despite
the significance of this issue, in-depth qualitative research
on children’s lived experiences of God—especially within
the Iranian cultural and religious context—remains scarce.
The present study aimed to elucidate the spiritual lifeworld
of children with cancer and to explore how they understand
and conceptualize God.

Keywords: Lived experience of children with cancer;
Concept of God; Spiritual education; Phenomenology.
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