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Introduction: Winning a medal is certainly one of the main achievements of an
athlete's career, it happens to the country the athlete belongs to because of exposure
to the world through the media, also, medals create national pride and create an
atmosphere of success, the aim of this research was to design a paradigm model of
medal winning athletes.

Methods: The current research is an exploratory research in terms of its purpose
and a fundamental research in terms of direction; To build the conceptual model of
the research, the foundation data theory method (grand theory) was used by Strauss
and Corbin method. Judgmental and Snowball sampling method with a sample size
of 13 people including; The professors of sports management, members of the board
of directors of sports boards, athletes and staff of sports teams reached theoretical
saturation.

Results: The findings showed that based on the results of qualitative data analysis
from the interview in the form of 5 dimensions including; Causal factors (7
categories), contextual factors (6 categories), intervening factors (7 categories),
strategies (6 categories) and consequences (7 categories) were identified by
including 208 open codes in the matter of athletes’ medal winning continuity.

Conclusion: Therefore, it is suggested that the sports officials help by providing
youth development centers and training camps to facilitate the path of finding talent
and create a safe path to develop talented athletes and increase the continuity of
medal winning among athletes.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Different countries make strategic plans for Elite sports and
consider huge investments for it. Achievements indicating
sports with a difference in the values that are considered in
obtaining tricolor medals (Shabani and Moradi, 2017), The
competition between nations has always been the most
important feature of the Olympic Games, and despite the
frequent protests of the International Olympic Committee
regarding the table of Olympic medals, the number and color
of the medals have been used by policymakers as well as the
mass media to compare international successes among
countries (Schlembach et al., 2022). The inflexibility of the
educational system in most countries is to cultivate potential
talents in sports fields. Finding talent in the right way among
athletes and preparing them for overseas competitions can lead
to medal winning, the need to interact with provincial boards
with the education system, holding sports competitions and
festivals to identify talents in low educational levels and
conducting special sports tests for talented people in the field
It is exercise: Therefore, sports boards should consider the
presence of potential talents as one of the important factors in
the development of Elite sports and winning medals, and
should interact and cooperate with talent search organizations.
The role of the government and various organizations to
support athletes can encourage them to perform well in
overseas competitions. According to the mentioned reasons,
the question arises, what is the paradigm model of athletes'
medal winning continuity, and what are the contextual,
effective, overlapping factors, and what are the strategies and
consequences of athletes’ medal winning continuity?

Methods

The current research is an exploratory research in terms of its
purpose and a fundamental research in terms of direction; To
build the conceptual model of the research, the foundation data
theory method (grand theory) was used by Strauss and Corbin
method. Targeted sampling method with a sample size of 13
people including; the professors of sports management,
members of the board of directors of sports boards, athletes
and the staff of sports teams reached theoretical saturation.

Results

According to the categorized results, the 5 dimensions include;
causal factors (management factors, executive factors,
motivational factors, financial factors, infrastructural factors,
educational factors and human factors), background factors
(government and political factors, infrastructural and physical
factors, talent search factors, planning factors, functional
factors), intervening factors (behavioral limiting barriers,
management limiting barriers, talent-finding limiting barriers,
service limiting barriers, timing limiting barriers,
organizational limiting barriers, and sports facilities limiting
barriers), strategies (infrastructural factors, political factors,
promotion factors, geographical factors, and support factors)

and the consequences (developmental factors, quality factors,
investment factors, security factors, cultural factors, social
factors, technological and educational factors) were identified
in connection with the design of the paradigmatic model of
athletes' medal winning continuity in the form of 33 code-
based and 208 open codes.

Conclusion

According to the categorized results, the 5 dimensions
include; Causal factors (7 categories), background factors (6
categories), intervening factors (7 categories), strategies (6
categories) and consequences (5 categories) were identified
in connection with the design of the paradigm model of
athletes' medal winning continuity.The results are in line with
the findings of Sotiriadou et al. (2023), Kalani et al. (2019),
Schlembach et al. (2022), Iwandana et al. (2021), Edouard et
al. (2019), Zareian et al. (2016), Askarian and Dokht Bagher
(2014).
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