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Abstract

Ahle-Haqq is a mystical sect with varying views regarding its origins and principles.
Despite its antiquity and wide geographical reach; it has attracted significant
attention from Western researchers only since the late 19th century. The scarcity of
written documents, limited public access to theological texts, and existing
contradictions and distortions have made its accurate recognition and introduction
even more necessary. Nematollah Jeyhounabadi, a prominent Ahle -Haqq scholar of
the late Qajar period, was among the first to recognize this necessity and to attempt
to collect and recreate the sayings of Ahle-Haqg. His only published work,
Shahnameh Hagigat, is the most detailed poetic history of the Ahle-Haqq. The
Shahnameh is an independent work, free from political and material motives, and
contains some elements of both traditional and modern historiography in its
structure. This research, while examining the historiographical and historical
characteristics of Shahnameh Hagiqgat, attempts to answer the question of what
impact its publication had on the historiographical process of the Ahle-Haqg. Based
on the research findings, Nematollah Jeyhounabadi, in pursuit of redefining the
identity and existential philosophy of the Ahle-Haqg, began collecting and
recreating the final text in Persian. Under the influence of his actions, the
historiography of the righteous was transformed. Many researchers published the
tenets of this sect. The kalam were removed from the oral and exclusive
transmission of families and cryptic language and became available to everyone.
Despite his efforts to introduce Ahl al-Haqq as a mystical sect within the Islamic and
Shiite religions, some Ahl al-Haqq leaders opposed him.
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Introduction

The Ahl-e Haqq order, in its current structure, was founded in the 7th century AH by
Sultan Sahak (Ishaqg). Over the centuries, there was no fundamental change in the
social and religious structure of the Ahl-e Haqqg, and in some cases, it became
outdated, heretical, and perverted. The limited information available about the Ahl-e
Haqqg in historical sources made research difficult. Orientalist studies were also
incomplete and led to considerable confusion and ambiguity. These circumstances
increased the need for comprehensive research to reveal the true nature of the Ahl-e
Hagg movement. The emergence of Nematollah Jeyhunabadi marked a turning point
in the historiography of the Ahl-e Haqgg. Influenced by Nematollah's approach and
the results of his research, other scholars sought to publish the principles of belief
and religious practices of the Ahl-e Hagq, making what was once secret accessible
to all. Therefore, to examine developments in the historiography of the Ahl-e Haqq,
it is necessary to refer to the works of Nematollah Jeyhounabadi. This study aims,
for the first time, to examine the historical perspective and historiographical
elements of Nematollah Jeyhunabadi's only published work, the Shahnameh
Hagigat, and to address his significance and role in the fundamental development of
Ahl-e Haqqg historiography.

The first critique of Shahnameh Haghighat was conducted by Nur Ali Elahi. In
his works, he discussed the life of Nematullah and explained and interpreted the
mysterious terms and allusions in the Shahnameh. In the introduction to the second
edition of Shahnameh Haghighat, Mohammad Mokri paid attention to the
historiography and writing style of the Shahnameh. Mohammad Ali Soltani, in the
introduction to the translation of the Shahnameh into Persian prose, explained some
of its literary and historical features. Seyyed Kasri Heydari, in his book Parshang
Kalam, examined Shahnameh based on theological texts and from a critical
perspective. In the eighth chapter of the book A New Critique of the Religion and
Beliefs of the Ahl-e Hagq, Shahnaz Yazdanpanah examines the life of Hajj
Nematollah and describes his personality traits, writings, and influence on the
process of compiling the works of the Ahl-e Haqq.

Methodology

This research, based on library sources and using a descriptive-analytical method,
examines the historiographical and historical characteristics of the Shahnameh
Hagigat and the role of its author in the development of historiography of the Ahl-e
Haqg. On this basis, first, the important historiographical characteristics of the
Shahnameh were extracted. Then, the thoughts and opinions of its author were
analyzed, and during it, the changes and developments in the historiography of the
Ahl-e Haqqg before and after the publication of the Shahnameh Hagiqat were pointed
out.

Discussion & Resalts

- A study of the status of the historiography of the Ahl al-Haqgq in the Qajar
period: During the Qajar period, the sources of the Ahl al-Haqq sect remained oral
and were based exclusively on writings held by ruling families.

- Examining the role of orientalists in introducing the religion of the righteous:
Orientalists accessed to some non-authentic sources and conducted incomplete
research, resulting in contradictory and unrealistic results.

- The role of Qajar Iranian scholars in introducing the true people: Iranian
researchers have paid very little attention to the righteous, and most have relied on
personal perceptions.
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- Introducing Nematollah Jeyhounabadi as the most influential person in the
formation of contemporary Ahl al-Haqqg historiography: After his internal
transformation, he severed all ties with central and local governments and some
autocratic leaders of the Ahl al-Haqq. He began writing works and introducing the
true face of the Ahl al-Hagg movement freely and without influence from societal
conditions or his living environment.

- Examining the historiographical characteristics of Shahnameh Hagqiqgat:
Unlike most chronicles of the Qajar period, Shahnameh al-Hagigat is an independent
work written without political or material motives. This book has some
characteristics of traditional historiography and some characteristics of modern
historiography. The religious approach and elitism are the dominant aspects of its
historiography. Its advantages include comprehensiveness, coherence, and simple
and understandable language for everyone, expression of the causes and effects of
historical events, clarity of tone, lack of conservatism and political and religious
considerations, observance of the principle of impartiality and fairness in the
description of events, clarity and certainty in the expression of thoughts and beliefs,
moral regularity, and informed and fair analysis of contemporary history. Despite
the fact that the book was written improvised and in a mystical state, the poetic,
fictional, and mythical aspects of the text do not harm the historical aspect of the
events and their credibility. Its shortcomings include being single-topic and not
mentioning sources, references, and documentation.

Conclusion

Simultaneous with the Constitutional Revolution and the First World War, along
with the resulting insecurity, famine, and diseases, the structure of the Ahl-e Haqq
community was also affected by many innovations, deviations, and perversions. The
emergence of Nematullah brought renewed dynamism and revival to the Ahl-e Haqq
movement. In these circumstances, writing and publishing the history of the great
figures and the principles of the Ahl-e Haqq beliefs was considered a major
revolution in the historiography of this sect. This was especially significant because
he wrote some of his works in Persian and made them accessible to the public —
something unprecedented in the Ahl-e Hagq communities until then. He removed
the teachings from the monopoly of the elite and spread them among all people. His
enlightenment made the followers of the true religion aware of the origin, principles,
and pillars of their faith. If, in the past, some accused Nematullah and his son of
revealing centuries-old secrets and mysteries, today, much research has been
conducted on the Ahl-e Haqq by both its community and others, and most of the
books of kalam have been published.

Although in times like the 1980s, ideological differences and oppositions with
the Nematullah family led to emotional reactions, political animosities, and even
clashes and fights between the followers of the two groups; today, with the reduction
of clashes and disagreements, we are faced with a large volume of research on the
Ahl-e Haqq, which provides researchers in this field with suitable conditions for
research and answering questions and ambiguities.
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