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Abstract

The oldest source for the concept of “Iran-zamin” post-Mongol conquest is often
cited as Baydawt's Nizam al-Tawarikh (674 AH). However, earlier, Minhaj-i Siraj
Juzjani used this term consciously in his Tabaqat-i Nasiri (c. 655-658 AH),
composed outside Mongol rule. This descriptive-analytical study examines the
semantic significance of “Iran-zamin” in Juzjant's historiography, asking: what is the
historical importance of his use of “lran”? It hypothesizes that, written beyond
conquered lands and employing concepts like dar al-Islam and dar al-kufr, his
narrative deliberately uses "Iran-zamin" instead of dar al-Islam, granting it special
significance. The findings emphasize the term's semantic importance, demonstrating
that Juzjant's broad application of “Iran” and “lran-zamin” for post-Islamic and
contemporary lranian dynasties represents a novel, pioneering approach in the
period's historiography.
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Introduction

This article examines the concept of “Iran-zamin” (the Land of Iran) in the
historiographical work “Tabagat-i Nasir” by Minhaj-i Siraj Juzjani (composed circa
655-658 AH / 1257-1260 CE). Existing scholarship often attributes the earliest post-
Mongol political-administrative use of this concept to “Nizam al-Tawarikh” by Qadt
Baydawi (composed 674 AH / 1275 CE). However, this research demonstrates that
Juzjani, writing from outside the direct control of the Mongols (in Delhi), earlier and
more consciously reflected the conceptual shift from “Dar al-Islam” (Abode of
Islam) to “Iran-zamin” following the collapse of the Abbasid Caliphate (656 AH /
1258 CE) and the Mongol conquest, establishing his pioneering role in this regard.
The main research question is: What is the historical significance of the use of the
term “Iran” in Tabagat-i Nasirt? The hypothesis posits that, given the work’s
composition outside Mongol-conquered territories and the author’s expertise in
concepts like “Dar al-Islam” and “Dar al-Kufr,” the extensive and varied use of
“Iran-zamin” is a deliberate and insightful reflection of a profound understanding of
the transformation in the political identity of the former Caliphate’s lands.

Methodology
This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach and a historical research
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method. Data were collected through library research and qualitative-quantitative
content analysis of the text of “Tabaqat-i Nasiri.” The focus is on identifying,
classifying, and analyzing all instances of the word “Iran” and related compounds
(such as Iran-zamin, Malik-i Iran, Bilad-i Iran) within the text. These usages are then
comparatively analyzed across three historical contexts: “Ancient Iran,” “Islamic
Iran up to the Mongol invasion,” and “Contemporary Iran (the Mongol period).”
This analysis aims to trace the semantic evolution and significance of its application
in each period. Furthermore, to demonstrate Jizjani’s pioneering status, the findings
are compared with contemporary or earlier texts such as lbn al-Athir’s “al-Kamil,”
Juwayni’s “Tarikh-i Jahangushay,” and Baydawi’s “Nizam al-Tawarikh.”

Discussion & Findings

The examination of “Tabaqgat-i Nasir” reveals that the term “Iran” and its related
compounds are used at least 40 times with notable diversity (approximately 30
different combinations like “Malik-i Iran,” “Zamin-i Iran,” “Diyar-i Iran,” and
“Bilad-i Iran™). Qualitative and quantitative analysis indicates the following:

Usage in the Ancient Period: 9 instances (22.5%), primarily referring to the realm
of mythical and ancient Iranian kings, aligning with earlier historiographical
tradition.

Usage for Iranian-Islamic Dynasties: 15 instances (37.5%), which is innovative.
Juzjani employs concepts like “Shahi-i Iran”, “Takht-i Iran”, and “Padshah-i Iran”
not only for the ancient period but also for post-Islamic Iranian dynasties, including
the Ghaznavids, Seljugs, and especially the Khwarazmshahs. This reflects his effort
to attribute an Iranian identity to these dynasties within the framework of Iranian
history.

Usage for the Contemporary Period (Mongol Realm): 16 instances (40%),
representing the most frequent and significant usage. Juzjani repeatedly refers to
territories under Mongol control, including the realm that later became the Ilkhanate,
as “lran,” “Mamlikat-i Iran,” “Bilad-i Iran va ‘Ajam,” etc. This usage is
contemporaneous with or even precedes the composition of “Nizam al-Tawarikh.”
Conscious Understanding of Conceptual Shift: Jazjani explicitly acknowledges
the end of the “rule of Dar al-Islam” and the establishment of the “rule of Dar al-
Kufr” following the Mongol invasion. In this political-identity vacuum, he employs
“Iran-zamin” as a concept rooted in the historical and geographical memory of the
region, which coincided with the territory under Mongol (and later Hilegi’s)
control. This choice is deliberate and stems from his unique position in Delhi, away
from the Mongol power center, allowing him a broader perspective on these
transformations.

Conclusion

The outcome of this research emphasizes the pioneering role of Minhaj-i Sirgj
Juzjant’s “Tabagat-i Nasirt” in reconstructing and reviving the concept of “Iran-
zamin” as a contemporary political-administrative term in the mid-7th century AH.
While previous studies have predominantly focused on texts produced within the
llkhanid realm like “Nizam al-Tawarikh,” this article demonstrates that Juzjani,
through his earlier composition and from an external vantage point (India),
discerned the major shift from “Dar al-Islam” to “Iran-zamin” after the fall of
Baghdad and reflected it in his work. The extensive, diverse, and conscious
application of this concept for post-Islamic Iranian dynasties and, crucially, for the
Mongol realm, not only confirms his historical precedence but also highlights the
continuity of the historical memory of Iran and the role of historians in redefining
political identity during periods of crisis and major transformation.
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