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Abstract

In the book Al-Malahim wa al-Fitan by Seyyed ibn Tawus, there is a statement in which he introduces Ka'b al-Ahbar
as one of the chosen companions of Imam Ali (AS). By investigating the sources, it becomes clear that a report like
this is not found in any of the early sources of the sects. Therefore, this narrative is ranked among rare and
unconventional reports. By stating this issue, two research questions are examined in this study: 1) Why did Seyyed
ibn Tawus include Kab al-Ahbar among the special companions of Amir al-Mu'minin (AS)? 2) What evidence and
reasons contradict the report of Seyyed ibn Tawus regarding the counting of Kab al-Ahbar among the chosen
companions of Imam Ali (AS)? The present study is based on the hypothesis that Seyyed ibn Tawus was excessive in
his good faith and religious tolerance towards Kab al-Ahbar. The results of this historical research show that Seyyed
ibn Tawus made a historical error regarding the Shiism of Ka'b al-Ahbar. The orientation of Seyyed ibn Tawus' report
about Ka'b al-Ahbar is more in line with the image that Seyyed ibn Tawus had of Ka'b al-Ahbar than with an objective
reality in the context of Islamic history. As a result, this report by Seyyed ibn Tawus lacks sufficient historical
accuracy and credibility and is questionable; it is even rejected.

Keywords: Amir al-Mu'minin (AS), Seyyed ibn Tawus, Ka’b al-Ahbar, Chosen Companions, Al-Malahim wa
al-Fitan.

Introduction

The book al-Malahim wa al-Fitan deals with narrations and reports that foretell events expected to occur in the
future. In studying these works, attention to two points is essential. First, not only are the narrations contained in
the al-Malahim wa al-Fitan literature logically subject to both truth and falsehood, but from a rational
standpoint, the likelihood of falsehood is stronger than that of truth, since such narrations may have been
fabricated and recorded for specific purposes. Second, given that the narrations in these works pertain to future
events, whereas the discipline of history concerns events that have already occurred in the past, these books
fall—by definition—outside the category of historical sources and works. Therefore, their historical reliability
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and credibility are not to be trusted, unless a narration is found among them that contains a report about a past
event. In such a case, the historical soundness and reliability of that report must be examined independently
through a comparative study with other historical sources.

The present study examines the authenticity of the narration regarding Ka‘'b al-Ahbar’s inclination toward
Shi‘ism in Sayyid Ibn Tawas’s al-Malahim wa al-Fitan.

Materials and Methods

This study is based on a descriptive-analytical method and is based on collecting data through library and
software resources. Given that this research is the first to examine the authenticity of the Shiite narration of Ka'b
al-Ahbar in "Al-Mulahim wa al-Fitn" by Seyyed ibn Tawus, it lacks any research background that directly
addresses this issue. Accordingly, in order to find the research findings, in addition to using the book "Al-
Malahim wa al-Fitn", historical, hadith, juristic, and interpretive sources were used.

Research Findings

Seyyed ibn Tawus, by quoting the statement: "Ka'b al-Ahbar was one of the chosen companions of Imam Ali" in
his book "Al-Malahim wa al-Fitan", entered this report into Shiite tradition for the first time. No Shiite scholar
before him has narrated such a report. Seyyed ibn Tawus' source in his narration is the lost book "Managib al-
Imam al-Hashimi Abi al-Hasan Ali ibn Abi Talib™ written by Abu Omar Zahid Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahed
Laghwi. Seyyed ibn Tawus's attention to the narration of Abu Omar Zahid regarding the inclusion of Ka'b al-
Ahbar among the distinguished companions of the Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) is due to his narrative positions,
which were influenced by his personality. Seyyed ibn Tawus' tolerant personality and conciliatory intellectual
orientation led him to consider Ka'b al-Ahbar as one of the special companions of Imam Ali (AS).

Meanwhile, Seyyed ibn Tawus relied on a single narration and a non-specialist narrator regarding Ka'b's
Shiism. And this methodological error of Seyyed ibn Tawus in trusting Abu Omar Zahid is due to the error of
"establishing the truth by relying on authority”. The Shiite narration of Kab al-Ahbar has faced serious criticism,
the sum of which reveals the inaccuracy of this report. And the most important criticisms of this narrative can be
summarized as follows: 1) Criticism of the source and narrator of the narrative, 2) Criticism of the narrative
content, and 3) Criticism of Ka'b al-Ahbar's ideological and political positions.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions
The most important criticisms of this narrative are as follows:

1) Criticism of the source and narrator of the narration: The book "Managib al-Imam al-Hashimi Abi al-
Hasan Ali ibn Abi Talib" was ranked among the books with low credibility in terms of scientific strength and
credibility in the author's time. Scholars of that era paid little attention to it, and eventually this book was lost.
The narrator of the story is Abu Omar Zahid, a layman who was accused of lying and condemned.

2) Criticism of the content of the narration: Contrary to the text of the narration, in which Kab al-Ahbar is
identified as one of the companions of Imam Ali (AS), the clash and intellectual-ideological confrontation
between the Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) and Ka'b al-Ahbar, on the one hand, caused Ka'b to disown and dislike
Imam Ali (AS), and on the other hand, caused Ka'b to be called a liar by the Imam. Also, contrary to Seyyed ibn
Tawus's opinion, Ka'b al-Ahbar's behavior shows that not only was Ka'b not one of the elite companions of the
Imam, but he was also a serious supporter of the political rival party of Imam Ali (AS).

3) Criticism of Ka'b al-Ahbar's ideological and political positions: Ka'b al-Ahbar tried to undermine the
status of the Quran among Muslims and weaken their belief in the Book of God. But Imam Ali (AS) not only
always encouraged and paid attention to Muslims in reciting the Quran and practicing it; Rather, one of his
important advice to Muslims on the eve of martyrdom was to act according to the Quran. Imam Ali strongly
opposed storytellers. Ka'b al-Ahbar was also one of the storytellers and distorters of truth in Islamic history. In
his political stance, Ka'b al-Ahbar was a staunch supporter of Umar ibn al-Khattab. Ka'b had no belief in the
caliphate of Imam Ali (AS). He was one of the opponents of Imam Ali (AS)'s succession after Umar ibn
Khattab.
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