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Introduction

Verse 60 of Surah Al-Anfal, with its central command of "Preparation of Power" (I'dad al-
Quwwah) and the concept of hidden enemies in the phrase "and others besides them whom you
do not know," explicates the strategic and fundamental bases of security theory in Islam. This
research analyzes the foundations of commentators' differences in identifying this category of
enemies and their implications for Islamic security theory. The main issue of the research is to
extract strategic implications from the divergence of interpretive opinions for security system-
building in Islam and addressing defense needs against modern and multidimensional threats.
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Research background An analysis of the background shows that early commentaries primarily
focused on determining specific concrete examples of the enemy (such as the Banu Qurayza) or
physical aspects of weaponry. However, the innovation of the current research compared to past
works lies in two axes: first, the genealogy of differences, showing that this interpretive
ambiguity is itself part of the Quran's design for managing uncertainty in the security
environment; and second, endogenous security theorizing, which extracts a comprehensive
model of internal security by synthesizing views related to "hypocrites" and "unknown enemies".
Research method This research is organized using qualitative content analysis and a
comparative approach. In this regard, a wide collection of authoritative Shia and Sunni
commentaries (including early, later, and contemporary works) was carefully studied, and
commentators' views on the referents of "others besides them" were extracted and coded. Then,
using a critical approach, the argumentative bases (narrative, lexical, historical, and theological)
effective in forming these differences were analyzed.

Result The results obtained from the analysis of commentaries and the strategic examination of
the verse are as follows:

e Multidimensional Nature of Threat: Identifying "others" with diverse examples such as
Jews, Persians, Hypocrites, and Jinn indicates the dynamic and complex nature of threats
in Islamic thought.

e Management of Uncertainty: The divergence of commentators' opinions emphasizes
principles such as uncertainty in the security environment and the necessity of strategic
surprise management.

« Vital Role of Intelligence: The contrast between human lack of knowledge ("you do not
know them™) and Divine knowledge implies the need to strengthen intelligence capacities
and futures studies to identify hidden threats.

o Deterrence and Economic Security: The research emphasizes the importance of active
deterrence (Turhibun), internal security (countering infiltration), and the inseparable link
between security and economy (through Infaq) within the framework of Islamic security
theory.

Keywords
Surah Al-Anfal Verse 60, Preparation of Power, Hidden Enemies, Security Theory, Interpretive
Differences, Security Strategies.
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