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Abstract

Conversational implicature is a central concept in pragmatic theory, referring to
those indirect meanings and implications that the listener infers through the violation
of socialy established conversational rules, rather than from the direct, litera
meaning of the words. This mechanism is based on the "Cooperative Principle’
between speakers, formulated by the philosopher Paul Grice into four basic maxims:
Quantity, Quality, Relation, and Manner. The poetry of Sulaiman al-Nabhani was
chosen as a distinctive creative model, characterized by its richness in implicit
meanings, innovative metaphors, and a blend of authentic Arabic formulation with
intellectual and emotional depth in content.

The research adopted the pragmatic approach, which focuses on analyzing
language within its context of use, employing Grice's theory of the Cooperative
Principles as an analytical framework for reading the texts. The analysis reveded al-
Nabhani's remarkable skill in artistically and consciously employing these principles.
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He adhered to the maxim of Quantity in his advisory and wisdom poetry, while
deliberately violating it in his love poetry through elaboration to create a sense of
wonder. He maintained artistic truthful ness regarding the maxim of Quality even with
poetic exaggerations. His poetry exhibited strong thematic coherence in line with the
maxim of Relation, while he excelled in creatively violating the maxim of Manner
through complex rhetorical deviations that enriched meaning. These intelligent
strategies of employing or violating the conversational maxims are what transform al-
Nabhani's poems into a successful model of constructive implicit dialogue.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Conversational Implicature, Cooperative Principle,
Sulaiman Al-Nabhani.

Introduction

Conversational implicature is a fundamental concept in the field of linguistic
pragmatics,which studies meaning in its communicative context, starting from the
idea that the intended meaning of speech often goes beyond the literal meaning of
the words.

Based on this concept, this study comes to apply it to the poetry of Sulaiman bin
Sulaiman Al-Nabhani, who represents one of the most prominent poets of Oman in
the Al-Nabhani era. His poetry embodies arich literary heritage and is characterized
by its thematic diversity and linguistic richness, in addition to the poet's
distinguished status as a king and poet, which gave his discourse profound political
and social dimensions. This research aims to uncover the hidden semantic layersin
Al-Nabhani's poetry through the mechanisms of conversational implicature, seeking
to understand how language is used to produce implicit meanings and their impact
on the recipient. The importance of this study lies in its attempt to link two cognitive
fields: pragmatic linguistics and literature, which opens new horizons for reading
Omani poetic heritage in a contemporary way, demonstrating its ability to produce
meanings and influence the recipient through the dialogic strategies used by the
poet. The study seeks to provide critical insights that contribute to enriching
contemporary poetic studies and expanding our perceptions for understanding poetic
textsin their interactive, dialogic dimension.
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Materials & Methods

This study relied on the pragmatic approach,which is concerned with studying
language in its realistic, utilitarian context and analyzing the communicative
intentions and goals of speakers.

Dicussion & result

Concept of Conversational Implicature

Conversational implicature is a central concept in pragmatics and is considered one
of the most prominent concepts in pragmatic studies concerned with meaning in the
context of communication. This concept was developed by the English philosopher
Grice. He argued that in their dialogues, people may say what they mean, may mean
more than they say, and may mean the opposite of what they say. The speaker
intentionally violates the rules on the surface level to achieve the desired cooperation
on a deeper level, which is termed a type of flouting of the rules. Grice formulated the
"Cooperative Principle" to solve a problem: How is it possible for a speaker to say
something and mean something else? And then, how isit also possible for the listener
to hear something and understand something else? Grice concluded that all discourse
between interlocutors must be subject to conversationa rules under what he caled the
"Cooperative Principle" to achieve communication between them. Grice's efforts in
discussing the Cooperative Principle and conversational implicature opened an avenue
for defining pragmatic principles to understand the methods of dialogue and infer
meanings by establishing organized rules. "Grice's principle is considered the first seed
of conversational implicature. Grice started from the idea that a sentence in language
indicates explicit and implicit meanings determined within the context, and this is
called conversational implicature” .

Conversational implicature has four principles (or maxims):

The Maxim of Quantity: Make your contribution as informative as required. Do
not make your contribution more or less informative than is required.

The Maxim of Quality: Do not say what you believe to be false. Do not say that
for which you lack adequate evidence.

The Maxim of Relation (Relevance): Be relevant. Make your contribution
relevant to the topic.

The Maxim of Manner: Be perspicuous. Avoid obscurity, avoid ambiguity, be
brief, be orderly.
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Conclusion

This article concludes that Al-Nabhani's poetry represents a fertile field for the
manifestations of conversational implicature and the cooperative principles
formulated by Grice. The analysis reveals that the poet did not adhere to these
principles mechanically but dealt with them with great flexibility. Through the
maxim of quantity, Al-Nabhani's ability to balance brevity and elaboration emerged,
providing precise and concise information in some texts sufficient to construct
meaning. Regarding the maxim of quality, the poet adhered to truthful expression of
his personal experience and emotions. At the level of the maxim of relation, Al-
Nabhani maintained clear thematic coherence in most of his texts, with verses
revolving around a single central idea, along with a remarkable ability to connect
partial images and diverse metaphors into a unified structure. Concerning the maxim
of manner, the study revealed the poet's skill in violating the rules of clarity and
direct order by using positive ambiguity, syntactic deviation, and complex
metaphors, which added deep semantic layers and transformed language from a tool
of communication into atool for interpretation and aesthetic stimulation.
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