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Objective: Teaching ethics at the elementary school, as a fundamental pillar of Islamic
education, plays a significant role in shaping students’ character and behavior. Examining
the content of religious textbooks in Islamic countries can provide effective models for
improving Iran’s education system. Therefore, this study aims to analyze the content of
teaching ethics in the elementary curricula of Saudi Arabia and Irag.

Method: This study was conducted using qualitative content analysis on the religious
textbooks of the elementary schools in Saudi Arabia (Al-Dirasat Al-Islamiyyah, 2023
edition) and Iraq (Al-Qur’an Al-Karim wa Al-Tarbiyah Al-Islamiyyah, 2024 edition).
Sampling was done purposefully, with textbooks from grades one to six in both countries
selected due to their cultural and religious significance. Data were collected through a
detailed analysis of the texts, images, and activities in the textbooks and were coded
independently by researchers and two experts to ensure the accuracy and
comprehensiveness of the study.

Findings: in Saudi Arabia, teaching ethics focuses on social etiquette such as greeting,
cleanliness, and respect for others, as well as ritual practices like remembrances and Prophet
Mohammad’s way of the life. It employs content techniques such as text coloring, two-
person dialogues, storytelling, real images, QR codes, and the part "We Learn to Act.".
However, attention to inner virtues such as martyrdom and self-sacrifice is limited, and
techniques like poetry and storytelling are less frequently used. In Irag, ethical content
encompasses Islamic etiquette (e.g., table manners and greetings), ethical concepts (e.g.,
honesty, self-sacrifice, chastity, and avoidance of backbiting), and the way of life of the
Prophet and other Islamic figures, presented through techniques such as storytelling,
preaching, memorization, drawing, poetry, examples, and fill-in-the-blank exercises.
Conclusion: The findings of this study can contribute to improving the ethical content of
Iranian textbooks by emphasizing the Holy Prophet’s way of life, developing social skills,
and utilizing diverse content techniques.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction and Objective: The ethical system constitutes the main pillar of the
survival and cohesion of any society. Teaching ethical values at elementary schools, as
a sensitive and decisive phase, plays a central role in shaping children’s character and
personality. Despite the importance of this issue in Islamic upbringing, only a limited
number of comparative studies have examined the content of religious textbooks in
Islamic countries. There is a clear research gap in comparing the educational systems of
Saudi Arabia and Iraq with the aim of providing models for improving Iran’s textbooks.
This study is a comparative analysis of the content of teaching ethics and the content
techniques employed in the religious textbooks of the elementary schools in Saudi
Arabia (Al-Dirasat Al-Islamiyyah, 2023 edition) and Iraq (Al-Qur’an Al-Karim wa Al-
Tarbiyah Al-Islamiyyah, 2024 edition). The main research question is: What is the
ethical content and what educational techniques are used in these two countries from
grade one to grade six of elementary school, and what strengths and weaknesses do they
have that can be useful for enriching the ethical curriculum in Iran?

Method: The present study is qualitative in approach and employs qualitative content
analysis as its method. The statistical population consisted of all religious textbooks for
the elementary school (grades one to six) in the two countries. Purposive sampling was
used, taking into account the cultural and religious commonalities with Iran. Six
textbooks from Saudi Arabia (2023 edition) and six from Iraq (2024 edition) were
examined in full. Data were collected through page-by-page analysis of texts, images,
exercises, and activities related to ethics, etiquette, the Holy Prophet’s way of life
(sirah), and educational techniques. Coding and theme extraction were performed
independently by the two principal researchers and two content-analysis experts; any
disagreements were resolved through discussion and consensus. The analysis method
was theme-based and comparative. To enhance reliability, all stages were fully
documented.

Findings: In Saudi Arabia, the content of teaching ethics is primarily focused on social
etiquette (greeting, cleanliness, respect for others, preservation of public property), ritual
practices (remembrances, reverence for the Qur’an), and the Prophet Mohammad’s
practical way of life. Attention to inner virtues (self-sacrifice, martyrdom) was limited.
The dominant techniques included text coloring, two-person dialogue, short storytelling,
realimages, QR codes, and “We Learn to Act”. In Iraq, the content of teaching ethics
was richer and more diverse, encompassing Islamic etiquette, ethical concepts (honesty,
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self-sacrifice, chastity, avoidance of backbiting, hypocrisy, lying), the way of life of the
Prophet (PBUH) and other Islamic figures, and the interrelationships among virtues. The
techniques used included storytelling, direct preaching, memorization of hadiths,
drawing, poetry, examples, matching exercises, true/false questions, fill-in-the-blank
activities, and coloring.

Conclusion: The findings reveal that both countries possess valuable strengths. Saudi
Arabia places strong emphasis on practical daily etiquette and the tangible the Prophet
Mohammad’s way of life, while Iraq pays greater attention to the conceptual breadth of
virtues and vices and the semantic development of ethical concepts. These two models
can serve as a solid basis for strengthening teaching ethics in Iranian textbooks. It is
recommended that Iranian textbooks place greater emphasis on inner virtues (self-
sacrifice, greater jihad, anti-arrogance), modesty and chastity (especially for girls),
family-centered values, and innovative techniques (QR codes, poetry, direct preaching).
In this way, teaching ethics can move beyond mere ritualistic practices toward the deep
cultivation of moral character. The main limitation of the study was its exclusive focus
on textbook content without examining actual classroom implementation. A suggestion
for future research is to investigate the impact of these contents on students’ moral
behavior.
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