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The analysis of the strategies adopted by Mu‘awiya ibn Abi Sufyan in his
confrontation with the Imams (A.S.) and in consolidating the Umayyad
Caliphate constitutes one of the fundamental issues in the political history of
Islam, as this process reveals the historical transition of political legitimacy
from a model grounded in divine designation (nass) to a consultative caliphal
structure and ultimately to hereditary monarchy. The central problem of this
study is to explain the mechanisms of power and the methods employed to
weaken the authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.) while reinforcing Umayyad rule.
This research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and employs a library-
based documentary method to examine historical data. The findings indicate
that Mu‘awiya’s strategy possessed a coherent and composite nature organized
around five principal dimensions: discursive, social, political, propagandistic,
and military. His utilization of religious concepts such as divine decree (qada’
wa gadar), emphasis on avenging the blood of ‘Uthman, reliance on the tribal
capacities of Syria, demonstration of administrative efficiency, and
management of political rivalry with the Banii Hashim constituted his most
significant instruments of power. Mu‘awiya’s policy for restructuring political
authority was based on shifting governance from a paradigm rooted in divine
designation and succession (wasaya) toward a model grounded in consultation,
nomination of successors (istikhlaf), and ultimately domination and hereditary
monarchy. This historical transformation is reflected in Islamic
historiographical texts through structural dualities such as nass and
consultation, divine succession and caliphate, allegiance (bay‘a) and
communal consensus, ‘Alf and ‘Uthman, Iraq and Syria, and war and peace.
The cumulative outcome of these strategies was the reconstruction of political
legitimacy and the gradual consolidation of Umayyad monarchical rule.
Keywords: Imams (A.S.); Caliphate; Syria;, ‘Uthman; Mu ‘awiya.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The political transformation of the first century of Islam represents one of the most decisive
moments in the formation of Islamic governance, particularly with the emergence of the Umayyad
Caliphate under Mu‘awiya ibn Abi Sufyan. Historiographical scholarship has long debated whether this
transformation constituted a pragmatic stabilization of authority or a fundamental departure from earlier
conceptions of legitimacy grounded in prophetic succession and communal consensus. Early Islamic
political thought articulated competing models of legitimacy, including divine designation (nass),
communal consultation (skira), and emergent hereditary rule, each supported by distinct theological and
historical narratives. Classical historians and modern scholars alike have examined Mu ‘awiya’s rise as a
turning point in which political authority shifted from charismatic-religious leadership toward
administrative monarchy (Madelung, 1998; Kennedy, 2004; Humphreys, 2024). Studies rooted in Islamic
historiography emphasize the tension between the claims of the Ahl al-Bayt and Umayyad political
consolidation, while sociopolitical analyses highlight tribal alliances, financial patronage, and ideological
production as decisive instruments of rule (Hawting, 2007; Morony, 1984; Urban, 2020). Within Islamic
political theory, legitimacy was interpreted differently by Sunni and Shi‘i scholars: Mawardi
conceptualized authority through allegiance and institutional order, whereas Shi‘i thinkers emphasized
divinely guided leadership defined by knowledge, infallibility, and designation (Mawardi, 2007; Saduq,
n.d.; Nasir al-Din Tusi, 1994). Modern sociological perspectives further illuminate these dynamics;
Weber’s typology of traditional, charismatic, and legal-rational authority provides an analytical
framework for understanding how multiple forms of legitimacy coexisted during this transition (Weber,
2015). In parallel, the notion of soft power—Ilater theorized by Nye—helps explain how persuasion,
symbolism, and narrative control supplemented coercive authority in early Islamic politics (Nye, 2008).
Previous studies have often examined military conflict, tribal structure, or religious discourse separately,
yet comparative historical analyses suggest that Mu'awiya’s success derived from integrating these
domains into a coherent strategy aimed at redefining political legitimacy and limiting the influence of
rival claimants, particularly the Imams of the Prophet’s family (Crone & Hinds, 1986; Jafri, 2000;
Hoyland, 2015). Building upon this scholarly background, the present study situates Mu‘awiya’s policies
within broader debates on authority, governance, and historical memory, analyzing how religious
discourse, social organization, and political action interacted to produce a durable model of Umayyad rule.

The research employs a descriptive—analytical historical methodology based on documentary and
library sources, drawing extensively on classical chronicles, biographical dictionaries, theological works,
and modern historiography. The analytical approach combines political history with conceptual
interpretation, examining both narrative content and structural patterns within historical reports. Primary
sources such as early Islamic chronicles, accounts of the Battle of Siffin, biographical compilations, and
historiographical narratives provide empirical material for reconstructing political strategies and
ideological framing (Tabari, 2008; Dinawari, 1989; Mingari, 1983; lbn Qutaybah, 1984). Complementary
perspectives from later historians and commentators allow evaluation of how memory, interpretation, and
political bias shaped subsequent understandings of Mu‘awiya’s rule (Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, 1994; Ibn
‘Abd al-Barr, 1991; Sallabi, 2008). The study adopts a thematic typology organizing evidence into
discursive, social, political, propagandistic, and military dimensions. This framework enables the
examination of power not merely as domination but as a complex system involving symbolic legitimacy,
tribal alliances, religious interpretation, and administrative performance. By integrating Muslim
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intellectual traditions with modern analytical concepts of power and legitimacy, the methodology seeks
to bridge classical historiography and contemporary historical sociology. Particular emphasis is placed on
comparative reading of sources representing divergent perspectives—pro-caliphal, pro-Alid, and later
reconciliatory narratives—to identify recurring patterns rather than isolated events. The chronological
focus on the period between the end of the First Fitna and the consolidation of Umayyad rule allows
evaluation of long-term institutional transformation rather than episodic conflict. Through this approach,
the study reconstructs the mechanisms through which Mu‘awiya combined ideological persuasion with
political pragmatism to reshape the caliphal system and establish the foundations of hereditary monarchy.

Findings indicate that Mu‘awiya’s strategy relied heavily on religious discourse as a tool of
political legitimation. Historical narratives show repeated invocation of divine decree (qada’ wa gadar)
and religious duty to frame political outcomes as expressions of divine will rather than human ambition.
By presenting his authority as ordained for the protection of religion and communal unity, Mu‘awiya
reframed political opposition as rebellion against divine order, thereby transforming theological language
into a mechanism of governance (Ibn Qutaybah, 1984; Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, 1991). The rhetoric of avenging
the murder of Caliph ‘Uthman played a central role in mobilizing support and delegitimizing rival
leadership, particularly that of Imam °‘Ali. Scholars have observed that this narrative functioned
simultaneously as legal justification, emotional appeal, and political propaganda, enabling Mu‘awiya to
unite diverse constituencies under a moralized political cause (Dinawari, 1989; Kennedy, 2004). The
strategic use of sermons, correspondence, and symbolic language reinforced communal identity while
redefining political loyalty. Sociologically, this approach reflects the transformation of charisma into
institutional authority: religious symbolism supplied moral justification, while administrative efficiency
and stability reinforced acceptance of rule (Weber, 2015). Historiographical analyses further demonstrate
that subsequent chroniclers often reproduced these legitimizing narratives, contributing to the long-term
normalization of Umayyad authority within Islamic historical memory (Crone & Hinds, 1986; Hoyland,
2015). Thus, the deployment of theological discourse served not merely ideological ends but operated as
an integrated component of political strategy linking belief, perception, and governance.

A second major finding concerns the construction of a durable social and tribal power base in Syria
(al-Sham). Mu‘awiya cultivated loyalty through financial patronage, tribal alliances, and administrative
stability, transforming regional support into a structural foundation for centralized authority. Historical
evidence suggests that Syrian tribal cohesion and military organization distinguished Mu‘awiya’s regime
from rival political centers, especially Irag, where factionalism undermined political unity (Hawting,
2007; Morony, 1984). The cultivation of elite intermediaries—tribal leaders, prominent Companions, and
religious figures—enabled indirect governance through networks of influence rather than continuous
coercion. By presenting himself as protector of order and guarantor of communal stability, Mu'awiya
aligned political obedience with both tribal loyalty and religious obligation (Baladhuri, 1996; Ibn Kathir,
1986). The symbolic elevation of Syria as a sacred and privileged region further reinforced regional
identity and strengthened allegiance to Umayyad authority. Modern interpretations emphasize that such
policies represent an early example of state formation in Islamic history, where administrative continuity
and ideological coherence replaced purely charismatic leadership (Urban, 2020). Through careful
management of alliances and public perception, Mu‘awiya established a political environment in which
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acceptance of hereditary succession became increasingly plausible, laying the groundwork for dynastic
monarchy.

The study also reveals the centrality of propaganda, narrative construction, and political rivalry
with the Banii Hashim in shaping Umayyad consolidation. Mu‘awiya’s policies extended beyond military
confrontation to include systematic management of historical memory and public discourse. Reports of
official sermons, selective promotion of virtues, and reinterpretation of historical events illustrate how
symbolic competition with the Imams functioned as an arena of ideological struggle (Farahnmandpour,
1999; Jafri, 2000). Political correspondence and staged debates exemplified efforts to portray the Imams
as sources of division while depicting Umayyad governance as guarantor of unity. The institutionalization
of symbolic practices—such as public denunciation campaigns or selective transmission of traditions—
demonstrates how authority was reinforced through cultural production as much as through military
success. These measures correspond with broader patterns identified by historians of early Islam, who
argue that control over narrative and religious symbolism proved decisive in transforming contested
leadership into accepted sovereignty (Madelung, 1998; Humphreys, 2024). The competition between
tribal prestige and prophetic lineage thus evolved into a contest over interpretive authority, in which
political dominance depended upon reshaping collective perception of legitimacy. Consequently, the
weakening of the Imams’ political position resulted not solely from battlefield outcomes but from
cumulative discursive strategies that altered social expectations regarding leadership.

The consolidation of Umayyad rule ultimately reflects the interaction of governance performance,
coercive capacity, and ideological adaptation. Mu‘awiya’s administration emphasized order,
administrative competence, and avoidance of prolonged internal conflict, thereby appealing to populations
fatigued by civil war. Historical accounts portray the peace treaty with Imam Hasan as a pivotal moment
allowing Mu‘awiya to transition from regional contender to universal ruler, marking what later historians
termed the “Year of Unity” (Tabari, 2008; Ibn al-Athir, 1994). The introduction of hereditary succession
through the nomination of Yazid represented the culmination of gradual institutional transformation,
justified through appeals to communal stability and preservation of unity. Scholars have interpreted this
development as the decisive shift from elective caliphate toward dynastic kingship, reflecting broader
processes of state formation observable in other late antique polities (Kennedy, 2004; Hoyland, 2015). By
integrating religious symbolism, tribal alliances, propaganda, and administrative governance, Mu ‘awiya
constructed a model of political authority capable of surviving beyond personal leadership. This synthesis
of hard and soft power demonstrates how legitimacy can be redefined through sustained political practice
rather than formal doctrinal change. The findings therefore highlight the Umayyad transition as a
formative stage in Islamic political history, illustrating how competing visions of authority were
negotiated, transformed, and ultimately institutionalized.

In conclusion, the extended analysis shows that Mu‘awiya’s confrontation with the Imams was
neither episodic nor reactive but constituted a comprehensive strategic project aimed at redefining political
legitimacy and stabilizing a new form of Islamic governance. Through coordinated deployment of
religious discourse, social alliances, administrative effectiveness, propaganda, and military action, he
facilitated the historical transition from charismatic-prophetic authority to dynastic monarchy.
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