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International relations are one of the main goas of governments, the
realization of which is based on a desirable model. The goal of the Islamic
Republic of Iran isto advance its foreign policy based on Islamic teachings
on the two fronts of diplomacy and field. In the meantime, the
contradiction or continuity of these two approaches has become a
challenging issue. For this purpose, in the present study, an attempt has
been made to compare diplomacy and field in Islam and the Islamic
Republic of Iran using the comparative method and to explain what
characteristics the Islamic Republic has used to communicate with other
countries. The findings of the research indicate that the desired pattern of
diplomatic relations based on divine decrees has been based on severd
unchanging principles and has variable characteristics, and the Islamic
Republic has aways acted based on fixed principles and has achieved
valuable progress; however, there have been fluctuations regarding variable
characteristics, as different policies have been implemented in each period.
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Introduction

Success in the international arena requires the application of diverse strategies that
correspond to the changing conditions of the globa system. Among these, two
fundamental  dtrategies—“diplomacy,” understood as a dialogue-oriented and
peace-based communicative action, and “the field,” referring to the use of military tools
and deterrent capabilities—play a decisive role in consolidating a country's position and
achieving national interests. The careful integration and synergy of these two approaches
create a strategic capacity for enhancing the power and status of nations.

A review of the history of early ISlam shows that one of the main factors behind the
success of Muslims was the correct recognition and timely implementation of these
strategies based on Qur’anic teachings and the tradition of the Prophet. Re-examining
and analyzing this historical experience and comparing it with the approaches adopted by
the Islamic Republic of Iran can clarify the trgectory of the country’s developments
while also outlining new perspectives for responding to contemporary needs.

M ethodology

This study seeks to analyze the position of “diplomacy” and “the field” in the Holy
Qur’an and to trace their historical roots during the period of revelation through a
historical -interpretive approach. In this regard, identifying the components of diplomacy
and the field requires examining Qur’anic verses related to the historical interactions and
communications of early Islam.

Furthermore, in order to compare Qur’anic and historical findings with the
communication model of the ISamic Republic of Iran, the history of Iran’s political and
diplomatic relations after the Islamic Revolution across different governing periods is
examined. Therefore, the present research adopts a combined approach that enables a
trangition from religious texts to the domain of political and historical practice.

Discussion

In international palitics, diplomacy is defined as the knowledge and practice of managing
relations among states by using peaceful methods to organize foreign policy and resolve
disputes. In contrast, “the field” refers to military actions that, under specific
circumstances and when diplomatic efforts fail, are used as a means of defending the
Idamic community and securing itsinterests.

Historical studies show that the diplomacy of the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him)
was based on Qur’anic principles. These principles include monotheism as the central
identity foundation, the rule of negation of domination (nafi al-sabil}—which rejects any
form of subjugation—resistance against oppression, defense of the oppressed, and
prioritizing the interests of the Mudlim community over individual interests.

Historical evidence aso indicates that the Prophet engaged in dialogue with various
communities while adhering to these principles. Whenever the path of negotiation was
blocked due to the domination or injustice of the opposing side, he resorted to defensive
action in the field while avoiding deception and treachery. Thus, in the Prophetic
tradition, diplomacy and the field complemented one another.

Similarly, despite fundamental differences in the structure of the modern international
system, the ISlamic Republic of Iran has attempted to incorporate Qur’anic principles into
its broader policies. Cultural capacity-building and soft diplomacy are among the central
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elements of this approach. Although different administrations have implemented these
strategies with varying degrees of intensity—and sometimes challenges have affected this
ideological framework—the overall direction of the system has remained based on active
and constructive diplomacy.

Nevertheless, when confronted with ideological threats and threats to national security,
confrontational actions in the military field are carried out in order to preserve Idamic
dignity. Therefore, diplomacy and the field are not in opposition; rather, they function as
two complementary wings of national power, each of which must be effectively
implemented within its proper domain.

Conclusion

Qur’anic and historical findings indicate that the ideal model of international relations
within the divine framework is based on a set of fixed principles and variable
characteristics. Fixed principles—such as monotheism-centeredness, prioritizing the
interests of the Muslim community, and the rule of negating domination—constitute the
red lines of Iamic diplomacy and form the identity and value foundations of the Islamic
system.

Comparative anadysis demonstrates that “diplomacy” and “the field” are not
contradictory but rather operate through interaction and synergy. Effective diplomacy
relies on the support of defensive power, while military action in the field cannot be
fruitful without active diplomacy and the support of cultural and economic foundations.
Therefore, establishing balance and alignment between these two arenas is essential for
achieving stable international relations and safeguarding nationa interests. In this sense,
diplomacy and the field represent two complementary components within the
architecture of Isamic power, and assigning inherent priority to one over the other is
inconsistent with the logic of the Qur’anic system.
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