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One of the modern approaches in the field of understanding and interpreting
the Quran is the study of the order structures of the Holy Quran using modern
methods. Among them, research based on "symmetrical order" has found a
special place. This article, using a descriptive-analytical method, examines
the approach of "Raymond Farrin" - a contemporary Quran scholar - in
analyzing the rhetorical interpretation of Surah Al-Imran. In this regard, the
concept of symmetrical order is first introduced, and then Farrin's view on the
structure of this surah is expressed, criticized, and examined. Raymond
Farrin divided Surah Al-Imran into seven parts and established a connection
between the different parts based on a circular structure or a ring
composition, and presented a general and comprehensive model of the
connection between the components of the surah. However, his view on the
structural analysis of Surah Al-Imran faces criticisms: first, his proposed
model is too brief and should have paid attention to more diverse details.
Second, the lack of explanation of the principles of division of sections; third,
the inadequacy of the evidence provided to prove the symmetry in sections C
and C'; fourth, the neglect of mentioning some verbal and content
symmetries in sections A and A’; and finally, the focus solely on the cyclic
and thematic composition and the disregard of the linear, lexical composition
and the role of word repetition, which are very effective in understanding the
thematic composition of the surah. Nevertheless, Farrin emphasizes the
preservation of the existing order of the verses and surahs of the Holy Quran.
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Introduction

The issue of structural coherence and continuity of the verses of the Holy Quran,
especially in the long surahs, is one of the oldest topics in Quranic studies. While the
Islamic exegetical tradition has always emphasized the internal order of the Quran with
the project of "science of relationships", many Western scholars, applying the criteria of
Greco-Roman linear rhetoric, have considered the Quranic text to lack structural
integrity. In recent decades, a new approach called "symmetrical order" has emerged by
scholars such as Raymond Farrin and Nevin Reda, which seeks to discover complex and
nonlinear patterns (such as cyclic structure) in the Quranic text by using rhetorical
analysis and structural linguistics. The present study, with the aim of analyzing and
critically evaluating this theory, addresses the main question of how the structural
coherence of Surahs Al-Baqarah and Al-Imran can be explained based on the theory of
"symmetrical order". This research seeks to clarify the effectiveness and limitations of
this theory in the dimensions of coherence, aesthetics, and interpretation.

Methodology

This research was conducted with a qualitative and descriptive-analytical approach. This
method is suitable for conceptual analysis and the study of complex text structures,
because it allows for in-depth analysis of the patterns in the text. The method of
collecting information was a documentary study, and specialized sources including books
and scientific articles in libraries and online databases such as JSTOR and Scopus were
used. The main tool for collecting data was note-taking. Two methods of content analysis
were used to analyze the data: content analysis to extract concepts and rhetorical patterns,
and comparative analysis to compare the theory of symmetrical order with other
interpretive theories.

Discussion

The analysis of the theory of symmetrical order in Surahs Al-Bagarah and Aal-Imran
shows that this approach has a high capacity to reveal the internal connections of the text.
In Surah al-Baqarah, the analyses of Raymond Farrin and Nevin Reda identify numerous
circular structures in which the main themes such as faith, law, and covenant are placed
on the central axis and the initial and final parts of the Surah mirror each other. These
patterns explain the locally coherence between different sections well. Similarly, in Surah
Aal-Imran, the circular structure is based on the centrality of doctrinal-theological
discussions and confrontation with the People of the Book, and shows how the plot lines
(such as the story of the Imran family) and doctrinal discussions are organized around a
central core.

However, this theory also faces challenges. One of the main criticisms is the lack of a clear
and objective basis for the division of verses, which sometimes exposes the analyses to the
accusation of being subjective. Also, this approach seems incapable of providing a macro-
coherence and a single purpose for the entire long surah and is more successful at the level
of micro- and intermediate-level analyses. In some cases, the attempt to fit the entire surah
to a symmetrical pattern has led to cumbersome hypotheses and biased interpretations that
ignore the historical-interpretive context of the verses. This theory also reveals important
thematic connections in explaining the relationship between pairs of surahs (al-Zahrawan),
but still requires more precise criteria to prove correspondence.
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Conclusion

The theory of symmetrical order is a new and effective step in the field of structural
studies of the Holy Quran that successfully challenges the traditional Orientalists view
that the Quran is incoherent. The findings of this research can be summarized at three
levels:

1. Cohesive: This theory is successful in explaining positional coherence and circular
structures, but it faces limitations in presenting a macrostructure and a single
purpose for long surahs such as al-Bagarah and Aal-Imran.

2. Aesthetic: The precise and complex symmetrical structures display a level of
expressive elegance that is considered beyond human ability and can be an aspect
of the expressive miracle of the Quran.

3.Interpretative: This approach offers new analyses of the central axes of the surahs
and the relationship between textual components, although it sometimes suffers
from biased interpretation. Despite criticisms such as the lack of a clear basis in
the divisions, the efforts of Farrin and Reda can be considered a new horizon in
the structural interpretation of the Quran, which, by correcting and completing
the foundations, can become a more effective tool for explaining the coherence
of the Quran.
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