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The comprehensive advancement of human societies is achieved through
scientific progress. The steering and leadership of the course of knowledge
play a fundamental role in the production and development of science.
Within the divinely ordained order of existence, the leadership of human
societies is vested in the Qur’an, and the theory of the Qur’an’s scientific
authority originates from its position as the Imam (authoritative leader).
Among the overarching questions in this matter is how the Qur’an itself
describes this theory. A more specific, narrower question is whether
Qur’anic guidance is comprehensive with respect to all domains, including
the domain of science, or whether it is confined to the conventionally
recognized spiritual matters? The present study aims to examine Qur’anic
guidance from the perspective of its comprehensive or non-comprehensive
nature, focusing on verse 9 of Siirat al-Isra’ and employing a descriptive—
analytical methodology. In order to achieve this objective, the article
analyzes verse 9 of Surat al-Isra’ through seven analytical axes: the lexical
meaning of guidance, the Qur’anic concept of guidance, the omitted
referent of the demonstrative pronoun, the Qur’an’s scientific guidance, an
explication of the term agwam, the process of guidance, and guidance
toward what is most excellent. The findings indicate that the Qur’anic
meaning of guidance, in harmony with its lexical sense, is not confined to
spiritual matters; rather, it is general and encompasses various forms of
guidance, including scientific guidance. Accordingly, by virtue of the
Qur’an’s status of imamah (leadership), Qur’anic guidance is
comprehensive and multidimensional, encompassing scientific guidance
among its dimensions.
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Introduction

The scientific authority of the Qur’an is grounded in the concept of the “Imamate of the
Qur’an” within the cycle of guidance and knowledge production. The central question of
this study is that, whether Qur’anic guidance in the verse “ Indeed, this Qur ‘an guides to
that which is most upright” (al-Isra’ 17:9) pertains to all aspects, including the realm of
science, or is confined solely to conventional spiritual matters. By selecting verse 9 of
Surah al-Isra’ as a conceptual nexus, the issue, scope, objectives, and significance of
Qur’anic guidance are re-examined. In light of the precedent expressed through the
notion of “ clarification of all things’ and relevant narrations—including those related to
Thagalayn—the hypothesis of universal guidance and its epistemological implications is
tested. This inquiry, focusing on the relationship between Qur’anic guidance and
scientific authority, aims to demonstrate that the verse’s reference to “most upright”

encompasses the highest matters across all times, places, and audiences.

Methodology

This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach, aiming to examine the
method of deriving the Qur’an’s scientific authority from verse 9 of Surah al-Isra’. To
this end, the verse under study was analyzed through seven analytical axes: the lexical
meaning of guidance, the Qur’anic meaning of guidance, the omitted descriptor of the
demonstrative pronoun, Qur’anic scientific guidance, the elucidation of the term
“agwam’, the guidance process, and guidance toward the most excellent. Data were
examined and explained with reference to Qur’anic texts, lexical sources, and
authoritative exegeses, employing an analytical method to clarify the concepts of
Qur’anic guidance and the scope of its universality, particularly within the domain of
science.

Discussion

This study is structured around seven analytical axes, each clarifying the mechanisms and
interpretive implications of the verse “ guides to that which is most upright” (al-Isra’
17:9) for the scientific authority of Quran:

1. Lexical analysis of word “guidance” reveals that this term, at semantic levels,
refers to indication, instruction, and clarification, and these meanings are not
confined to spiritual matters; rather, they are general and include material affairs
as well; and Qur’anic guidance encompasses various types of guidance,
including scientific guidance.

2. Analysis of word “guidance” and its derivatives in the Qur’an indicates to
two types of guidance: spiritual and material, each leading to either good or evil.
True guidance pertains to good matters, even to material ones; but its reference
to evil is (figurative and) for mockery. Qur’'anic guidance is universal and
multidimensional, and among its domains is scientific guidance.

3. Literary analysis of the omitted described part of “allati” shows that
ambiguity of this ellipsis functions as an indicator of the breadth of the intended
meaning. This implies that the objective is not restricted to “religion” or “path”
alone, but encompasses whatever is “most firm and upright,” including sciences
and systems of knowledge.

4. Scientific guidance in the Qur’an pertains to the “most upright sciences’.
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There are two interpretations here: guidance toward the best monotheistic
recognition, or guidance toward the superior branch of each science. Accepting
the latter one, confirms the Qur’anic scientific authority over all domains,
including Islamic, human, and natural sciences.

5. The term “agwam”, derived from the root “qiyam”, denotes standing, balance,
and stabilization. In verse 9 of Surah al-Isra’, it refers to “the most protective
regarding human interests” and “the most systematizing” of matters; thus, the
Qur’an directs toward the best, most stable, and most structuring paths.

6. The guidance process in verse 9 involves three components: the guide one, the
guided one, and the destination of guidance. The combination of two
generalities—of the object and the audience—increases the Qur’anic guidance
encompasses diverse audiences across different periods.

Scientific guidance in the Qur’an, like practical guidance, is eternal and responsive to
scientific inquiries of human. The Qur’an expresses the criterion for the validity and
falsity of various schools of thought, while leaving the detail for the efforts of people
themselves to understand them. In this way, it guides humans toward the best and most
stable paths across all domains.

Conclusion

In this study, the verse “ guides to that which is most upright” was examined as the
foundation of the scientific authority of Qur’an. Lexical and Qur’anic analyses indicate
that “guidance” is a general concept encompassing both spiritual and material matters,
and in all cases, it denotes its true meaning. The omission of the described part of
“allati” and the use of “ agqwam” expand the scope of guidance to all domains, including
the sciences; and this indicates to the most excellent and stable paths. Qur’anic scientific
guidance means that the Qur’an directs humans in every scientific field toward the best
and most structuring knowledge—not only in theology but also in Islamic, human, and
natural sciences. This guidance is universal and transhistorical, encompassing all humans
in every time and place. The Qur’an outlines the general criteria for the validity and
falsity of schools of thought and systems, leaving its details to reasoned ijtihad based on
intellect and revelation.
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