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The present study analyzes the semantics of verses 19 to 21 of Surah Al-
Mutaffefin from the perspective of the interpretations of the Two Sects and
examines the three key words “ ‘Elliyyun” (the higher ones), "Kitabon
Marqum” (the numbered book) and "al-Mogqarrabun” (the ones brought
close). This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing
library resources, has analyzed the lexical and interpretive meaning of
these terms from the perspective of Shiite and Sunni commentators. The
findings show that "Elliyyun" in most interpretations is considered a
symbol of the high status of the righteous in the Hereafter and a heavenly
place. The "Kitabon Marqum" has been interpreted as a divine document
and a sign of absolute justice in recording human actions, which is held in
a high place with God. Also, "al-Mogarrabun" refers to angels or charitable
individuals who have a special status and testify to the correctness of the
deeds of the righteous. Analysis of these verses reveals the key role of
these words in explaining the moral concepts and value system of Islam.
This study also emphasizes the similarities and differences between Shia
and Sunni interpretive perspectives on these verses, showing that although
there are differences in some details, both perspectives emphasize common
principles such as divine justice and the importance of righteous deeds.
These findings can contribute significantly to deepening Quranic
understanding and developing comparative interpretive studies.
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Introduction

The present study examines the semantic relationship of three key words in verses 19 to
21 of Surah Al-Mutaffefin based on the interpretive views of the Two Sects. Considering
the pivotal role of these concepts in explaining the value system and divine justice, this
research has analyzed the semantics of these expressions using an analytical method and
citing interpretive sources. The main goal is to explain the similarities and differences
between the views of the commentators of the two schools and to present a new reading
of the terms "’Elliyyin", "Kitabon Marqum", and "Mugqgarrabun". The main question of
the research is how these concepts are reflected in the interpretation of Two Sects and
what roles they play in explaining divine justice and human responsibility? The research
background shows that although scattered studies have been conducted in this field, but
comprehensive and comparative research with a semantic approach has received less
attention. Therefore, although there are scattered studies, but a comparative and
systematic research with this approach is not available.

Methodology

This research has been conducted using an analytical method and a comparative
approach. The data have been collected through library studies and by referring to
authoritative Shia and Sunni interpretations. The data analysis method was a qualitative
content analysis with an emphasis on the semantics of the words and the semantic
network of the verses in question. A comparative method has also been used to examine
the similarities and differences in the views of the commentators of Two Sects.

Discussion

In the interpretation of “And what make you to perceive that who are “’Elliyyun” several
views have been presented by commentators. Most interpretations consider "Elliyyin" to be
a very lofty place, beyond the direct comprehension of humans, whose greatness is
emphasized by the negative interrogative structure "Maa Adraka" (what make you to know).
The most important of these views are: the seventh heaven under the Throne and the place of
the souls of the believers, Sidra al-Montaha, a tablet under the Throne to record the deeds of
the righteous and the place where deeds are registered and recorded. Some have interpreted
it as a spiritual position (reward for striving), the angels themselves, or a physical place to the
right of the Throne or the fourth heaven. The common denominator of all these views is the
lofty, sacred, and definitive nature of this position. Commentators have also offered different
views regarding the "Kitabon Marqum” (numbered Book). This phrase could refer to the
precise and unchanging record of each person's actions, which clearly determines the fate of
the righteous (in “Elliyyin”) and the wicked (in “Sejjin” (a prison in Hell). On the one hand,
this book can be a sign of divine guarantee and protection for salvation from the fire and
entry into Paradise. From a mystical perspective, this "book" has been interpreted as the
luminous origin of the creation of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s) and the special connection of the
hearts of Shiites with them. The phrase "the close ones, bear witness to it" also states that the
"close ones" are the witnesses and observers of the deeds, although there are different views
about the identity of these close ones. Some consider them to be prophets and imams (peace
be upon them) who are in the highest positions of closeness to Allah Almighty. Some
consider them to be chosen believers who were pioneers in obeying Allah. Others believe
that the close ones are high-ranking angels who oversee the actions of servants. Finally,
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another view considers the close ones to be the close inhabitants of each heaven. The main
concept is direct testimony and observation of this group on human actions.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, the semantic analysis of the verses of Surah Al-
Motaffefin confirms the hypotheses raised regarding the manifestation of divine justice and
the precise system of recording deeds. The findings show that the "numbered Book"
symbolizes the comprehensiveness of actions and the accuracy in calculating them, not
simply destiny, which is consistent with the research question of how justice will manifest
on the Day of Judgment. Also, the distinction between "sejjin" for evildoers and "Elliyyin"
for good doers confirms the hypothesis of distinguishing fate based on deeds. The word
"Elliyyin" as a symbol of the high status of Abrar (of good doers) is a practical guide to
moral living and provides motivation for individual and social growth. Furthermore, the
verse ""Yashhadohu al-Mogqarrabun" (the near ones to Allah witness it) shows the role of
divine witnesses (whether angels or close human beings) in this justice-based system,
which implies individual responsibility and divine supervision, and provides an objective
answer to the question of how deeds will be witnessed in the Afterlife.
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