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The main issue of the present article is the analysis of the subject of
childbearing based on David Ross's ethical theory. Based on the findings of
this article, which were obtained through a descriptive-analytical method,
childbearing, according to the criteria of Ross's duty-based theory, can be a
"prima facie moral duty" that is derived from the duties of benevolence,
self-improvement, and non-harm to others. If it does not interfere with
another more important duty, it becomes a "real duty" for the individual. In
this way, while the individual is freed from the pressure of applying moral
judgments (arising from duty-based behavior), as a rational and mature
agent, she is required to make a diligent and sufficient effort to examine
various possible combinations of primary duties and then compare the
various practical situations resulting from those combinations in order to
ultimately achieve the best decision for herself. Attention to the minutiae of
Ross's theory can reveal significant implications for the judgment on
childbearing as a problem affecting human societies.
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