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Abstract

An effective foreign policy constitutes a principal instrument through which
states pursue national interests and strategic objectives. Within this framework,
ambassadors and foreign representatives—by virtue of residing in host countries
and possessing familiarity with diplomatic practices—play a critical role. Despite
extensive research on the functions of foreign representatives, insufficient
attention has been paid to their ethical duties, notwithstanding their importance.
The data for this study were collected through library research, focusing on the
speeches and writings of Ayatollah Khamenei. A qualitative approach and
thematic analysis method were employed for data analysis. Grounded in
principles such as human dignity and equality articulated in religious sources, the
findings identify multiple ethical responsibilities for ambassadors across four
domains: individual, familial, administrative, and international. Accordingly, the
ambassador is expected to assume responsibility toward the self, family, staff of
the mission, and the people of the host country, adopting a broad and
compassionate outlook oriented toward guidance, growth, and the removal of
obstacles to moral and intellectual development. Thus, diplomatic representation
in the framework of new public diplomacy is not confined to technical
negotiation or political communication, but entails an ethically grounded
civilizational mission.
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