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Abstract

The role of popular acceptance in legitimizing Islamic government is a
fundamental and contested issue within Islamic political thought. Its importance
lies in its impact on political legitimacy, such that the absence of popular
acceptance may weaken or even negate the legitimacy of Islamic governance.
The central question is: What is the position of popular acceptance alongside
divine legitimacy? This article conceptualizes Islamic government and the
components of popular acceptance, analyzing major theories of legitimacy—
appointment (nasb), election (ikhtiyar), and synthesis. It then examines the place
of popular acceptance in the political thought of Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei. The findings indicate that their perspectives most closely align with
the synthesis theory articulated as “divine establishment and popular realization”
(thubut-e elahi wa ithbat-e mardomi).
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