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Abstract

Comparative methodology constitutes a necessary and innovative approach for
understanding Qur’anic exegesis and elucidating thedntellectual dimensions of
exegetes. This article undertakes a comparative examination of the foundations,
methods, and interpretive orientations of Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei, focusing on their interpretations of Surah al-Hamd. The central
question asks: What are the methods, orientations, similarities, and differences
between these two exegetes in their interpretation of Surah al-Hamd, and how
can these interpretations contribute to a deeper understanding of the Qur’an and
its application in individual and social life? The research is based on the writings
and speeches of Imam Khomeini, analyzed comparatively alongside Ayatollah
Khamenei’s exegesis. The findings indicate that both exegetes employ a
comprehensive ijtihadi method, drawingpupon the Qur’an, Sunnah, an. reason.
However, mystical orientation is more pronounced in Imam Khomeini’s
interpretation, whereas a social orientation is more salient in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s exegesis. By clarifying the shared and divergent elements in the
interpretive approaches of these Shi‘i leaders, the study contributes to a deeper
understanding of Qur’anic interpretation and its relevance to personal and
collective life.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini; Ayatollah Khamenei; Comparative study;
Methodology; Orientation; Foundations.
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