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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The master-apprentice system is the cornerstone of traditional
Iranian art education. Unlike modern pedagogical models that focus primarily
on technical proficiency, this traditional system emphasizes a holistic trans-
formation of the student. Historically, Iranian arts were transmitted through
a chain of masters (Silsila), where the master acted not just as a teacher but
as a spiritual guide. This study explores the ontological status of both master
and apprentice within the context of Iranian traditional arts, moving beyond
a purely historical or technical analysis to understand the metaphysical foun-
dations of this relationship.

Methods: The present research is theoretical and qualitative in nature. It uti-
lizes a descriptive-analytical method. Data collection was performed through
extensive library research, focusing on primary sources such as Futuwwat-
namas (treatises of chivalry), guild regulations, and classical mystical texts
(e.g., works of Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani and Aziz al-Din Nasafi). These texts
were analyzed to extract the essential qualities and duties assigned to the roles
of master and apprentice.

Results: The analysis reveals that the master-apprentice system is built upon
two pillars: the Authority of the Master and the Service of the Apprentice.
The Master’s status is defined by Wilayah (spiritual authority) and Hidayah
(guidance). A master must possess not only technical mastery but also moral
integrity, compassion, and wisdom.

The Apprentice’s status is defined by Khidmah (service). Service is viewed
as a means of internal purification, making the apprentice receptive to the
master’s “secret” knowledge.

The system is found to be “atemporal,” meaning its core principles remained
consistent across various dynasties, from the early Islamic era to the zenith of
guild organizations in the Safavid period.

Conclusion: The findings suggest that the master-apprentice system functions
as a sacred bridge between tradition and individual practice. The study con-
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cludes that the decline of traditional arts in the modern era is closely linked to
the weakening of this master-apprentice bond. Re-evaluating these traditional
statuses can offer new insights for contemporary art education, emphasizing
the integration of ethics and technique.

Keywords: Iranian Traditional Arts, Master-Apprentice Relationship, Futuw-
watnamas, Spiritual Authority, Art Pedagogy.
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