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Extended Abstract

Objective: The purpose of this research is to examine the social implications of
Banksy’s graffiti and to analyze its influence onyouth protest culture, identity forma-
tion, and the evolving boundaries of contemporary urban art. While graffiti has his-
torically been associated with vandalism, illegality, and antisocial behavior, its role
in shaping youth culture and political expression has expanded significantly over
the past decades. This study seeks to explore how Banksy’s artworks, through their
critical narratives and subversive techniques, contribute to emerging forms of urban
communication, inspire patterns of dissent, and redefine the meaning of public space
for younger generations. The research also investigates the indirect yet significant
relationship between graffiti, protest music, underground lifestyles, and the broader
visual culture of urban youth.

Method: This study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach based on qualitative
data collected from academic literature, visual documentation, scholarly publica-
tions, and credible online sources. It includes a comparative analysis of selected
artworks by Banksy, focusing on their thematic content, visual strategies, and socio-
political contexts. By examining the interplay among imagery, location, symbolism,
and public reception, the study evaluates how Banksy’s artistic interventions func-
tion as communicative and critical acts within urban environments. Furthermore,
secondary sources on youth culture, the history of street art, and theories of cultural
resistance were analyzed to contextualize the relationship between Banksy’s graffiti
and contemporary protest movements. This methodological framework enables an
in-depth understanding of the cultural, aesthetic, and political dimensions of Bank-
sy’s oeuvre and its impact on youth identity formation.

Findings: The findings indicate that graffiti-particularly in the case of Banksy-func-
tions as a powerful medium for articulating social critique and fostering youth en-
gagement with political and cultural discourses. Banksy’s works employ humor, iro-
ny, visual shock, and symbolic juxtaposition to address global issues such as war,
economic inequality, environmental degradation, state surveillance, migration, and
structural discrimination. His anonymity and unconventional methods of produc-
tion-often executed at night and in highly symbolic urban locations-have signifi-
cantly contributed to the iconic status of his art. The study demonstrates that his
works transcend the limitations of traditional mural painting by operating as public
interventions that disrupt the everyday visual order of the city and invite viewers to
reconsider dominant narratives.
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Moreover, the research identifies strong connections between Banksy’s graffiti and
youth protest culture. Although

his works do not explicitly reference specific musical genres, their ethos of defiance,
rebellious aesthetic, and critique of authority have influenced underground music
communities, including hip-hop, rap, and alternative rock scenes. His imagery and
slogans have been incorporated into album covers, music videos, posters, and youth
fashion, reinforcing the interdependence between street art and other forms of ar-
tistic resistance. The findings further suggest that Banksy’s use of “creative van-
dalism” challenges conventional aesthetic norms and encourages young audiences
to explore alternative forms of self-expression and activism. In this regard, his art
shapes youth lifestyles not only through thematic inspiration but also through the
creation of a shared global visual vocabulary of protest.

Moreover, the research identifies strong connections between Banksy’s graffiti and
youth protest culture. Although his works do not explicitly reference musical genres,
their spirit of defiance, aesthetic of rebellion, and critique of authority have greatly
influenced underground music communities, including hip-hop, rap, and alternative
rock scenes. His imagery and slogans have been incorporated into album covers,
music videos, posters, and youth fashion, reinforcing the interdependence between
street art and other forms of artistic resistance. The findings further demonstrate that
Banksy’s use of “creative vandalism” challenges conventional aesthetic norms and
encourages young audiences to explore new forms of self-expression and activism.
In this regard, his art shapes youth lifestyles not only through thematic inspiration
but also through the creation of a shared global visual vocabulary of protest.
Conclusion: The study concludes that Banksy’s graffiti plays a significant role in
redefining the boundaries of urban art and transforming how young people engage
with public space, cultural identity, and political expression. His works have con-
tributed to the transformation of graffiti from a marginal practice into an influential
medium of global communication that resonates deeply with contemporary youth.
By combining aesthetic innovation with sociopolitical commentary, Banksy has
introduced new frameworks for understanding concepts such as resistance, public
visibility, and the democratization of art. The research further highlights that his
interventions contribute to a broader cultural movement that empowers youth to par-
ticipate in dialogues concerning justice, freedom, and social change.

Overall, Banksy’s influence extends beyond the visual arts, permeating protest mu-
sic, street fashion, underground

culture, and the broader sphere of civic engagement. His graffiti exemplifies how
urban art can function as a catalyst for critical reflection and as a potent instrument
for expressing dissent in contemporary societies. As such, Banksy’s work not only
enriches contemporary visual culture but also cultivates a dynamic, accessible, and
socially engaged language of protest that continues to inspire younger generations
worldwide.

Keywords :Graffiti, Street Art, Protest Art, Banksy, Youth Music, Culture and Soci-
ety, Vandalism.
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