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Abstract

This study analyzes the complex role of religious institutions and teachings during
the colonial period and seeks to demonstrate how a distorted and inauthentic
reading of religion can become an instrument for legitimizing colonial domination,
while, conversely, authentic religious knowledge can function as a nucleus of
resistance and as a safeguard for societal identity and independence. Adopting a
descriptive—analytical approach and utilizing documentary and library-based
methods, the research examines the role of religious knowledge within societies in
their interaction with the phenomenon of colonialism. The data are grounded in the
analysis of religious texts and the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei. The findings
indicate that colonial powers, through mechanisms such as the distortion of
religious concepts, the promotion of secularized or reactionary interpretations of
religion, the establishment of proxy religious institutions, and the intensification of
sectarian divisions, sought to instrumentalize religion in order to consolidate their
dominance. In contrast, authentic religious movements grounded in the concept of
“Pure Muhammadan Islam” revived notions such as jihad, justice-seeking,
Mahdism, and similar doctrines, strengthening the spirit of resistance against
arrogance and forming the core of anti-colonial struggle. The Islamic Revolution of
Iran, under the leadership of Imam Khomeini, is analyzed as the highest
manifestation of this resistant function of religion. The success of colonial projects
has depended upon neutralizing the socio-political role of religion, whereas the
continuity and triumph of liberation and reformist movements have hinged upon a
return to a pure and revolutionary interpretation of religion. The study concludes
that reviving authentic religious knowledge and reinforcing unity within the Islamic
world constitute the most important strategies for confronting contemporary forms
of colonialism.

Keywords: Colonialism; Religion; Legitimation; Resistance; Pure Muhammadan
Islam; American Islam; Religious distortion; Sectarian division.
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