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Abstract

Extremist nationalism, as one of the strategic threats within a religious society,
has generated numerous adverse consequences for Islamic communities—
prompting leaders of the Islamic Revolution to warn against its destructive
implications for the Islamic Ummah, particularly for Iranian society, and to call
for avoidance of ethnic and sectarian extremism. In this context, Ayatollah
Khamenei, in his statements, messages, and speeches delivered on various
occasions, has examined multiple dimensions of this phenomenon, providing what
may serve as a roadmap for Islamic society in confronting the threat of ethnic
nationalism. This article, employing a descriptive—analytical method and library-
based research, seeks to answer the following question: What conceptual meaning
does nationalism hold in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, and what are its
consequences and strategies for confronting it? The primary source of the study
consists of his collected statements and speeches. Among the findings, it is
indicated that Ayatollah Khamenei endorses a form of positive nationalism
grounded in piety, faith, and religious sentiment. Conversely, he rejects any
activities centered on blood, race, or language that provide fertile ground for
extremist nationalism. He maintains that factors such as political mismanagement
within Islamic nations, dependent intellectual elites, and neglect of Islamic
solidarity can intensify the threat of nationalism. Accordingly, he emphasizes the
necessity of political insight, ethnic pluralism, national unity, a return to Islam and
its teachings, and the strengthening of both religious and national dignity as
mechanisms for containing extremist nationalist tendencies.

Keywords: Nationalism; Ayatollah Khamenei; Extremist nationalism; Religious
faith; Ethnic pluralism; Division; Dependent intellectuals.
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1. Islamic internationalism
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